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There is a very successful Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in Collier Street involving                 
over 100 residents. 

However there are many more households within the Parish who are currently not involved in 
the scheme. If you would like to be part of the NHW scheme and receive notifications of any 

suspicious activity or crime then please send your email address to Barbara Grandi at:  
barbaragrandi@aol.com  

PAPER DELIVERY 
 

There is a paper delivery service to the village at around 6am every morning.  It is supplied by Jackie’s News 
Limited based in Tenterden, they can be contacted on 01580 763183.  Cost of delivery  is £3.51 a week. 

 

COLLIER STREET PARISH 

COUNCIL HAVE A NEW  

WEBSITE: 

 
https://collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk 

PCSO NICOLA MORRIS 

If you are worried about crime and antisocial  behaviour in your area, I am the local Police  

Community Support Officer for Collier Street, Laddingford and Yalding. 

If you would like to talk to me, please ring  - Mobile: 07870163411 / Non-emergency: 101 

Rubbish, food waste and small electrical 

items 

1st and 15th February 2021 

 

Recycling, food waste and textiles 

8th and 22nd February 2021 

 

www.maidstone.gov.uk  

mailto:barbaragrandi@aol.com?subject=Neighbourhood%20Watch%20Scheme
https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/EgFXbWZFUZ8/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fcollierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk
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Editors’ note 

Not a great start to the year but hopefully the vaccination rollout is progressing and things will soon improve, 

see details of vaccination centres on page 13. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed financially to support the ongoing production of the magazine; 

more funding is required please see how to make payments on page  17.  

Stay safe 

 

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF KIND RESIDENTS IN THE VILLAGE  WHO HAVE OFFERED TO HELP ANYONE WHO IS SELF-ISOLATING 

OR NEEDS HELP DURING THIS CRISIS 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE SOMEONE TO COLLECT SHOPPING, MEDICINE  OR TO WALK YOUR DOG PLEASE CONTACT EITHER: 

DAVID GOFF: 01892 730512  

BARBARA GRANDI:  01892 730376 

MARGARET ASHWORTH: 01892 730323  

AND THEY WILL PUT YOU IN TOUCH WITH SOMEONE WHO CAN HELP 

PLEASE DO ASK FOR HELP! 

CUTE PETS OF THE MONTH  - Bobbin and Rothko 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCAL BABYSITTERS 

• Lucy Anderson 730244   - Weekdays and  weekends 

• Rosie Ridd 730816  - During term time Friday and Saturday evenings only 

• Edward Simmonds 730306  - Any time in Holidays, own transport   

• Victoria Simmonds 730306 - Anytime , own transport 

• Nancy Murdoch 730433  -  Anytime  

• Jonny Bentley - 730252  

• Georgie Barham  - 730247 

WHEELCHAIR AVAILABLE 

FOR BORROWING ON SHORT-TERM BASIS 

FOLDS FLAT  

NOT SELF-PROPELLING 

PHONE SUE 01892 730393  

(picture not actual chair) 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 

We would love to hear from you with information, ideas or any-

thing you may feel relevant to the magazine and our village. 

Maybe a photo taken in the village, or something you would like to 

share, or write us a letter. Or please send us a picture of your pet 

for ‘cute pet of the month’. 

Without your contributions there would not be a magazine, so 

please send to 

editorparishmag@mail.com 

FLY TIPPING AND POTHOLES 

 Did you know that anyone can report pot holes or fly tipping in 
the village. 

Please go to the Maidstone Borough Council website and click on 
the “Report It” tab.  
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Collier Street Ramblings ‘’time for a clear out’ 

We may still be stuck in lockdown but there is plenty to keep us busy in the garden and we have the chance 
to make our gardens the best they have ever been.  

Many bulbs are tentatively peeping through the soil and some brave daffodils may already be out in 
sheltered places. Days are getting longer and we can look forward to lighter mornings encouraging the birds 
to sing out in the dawn chorus. You can look out for early spring blossom and enjoy the snowdrops and 
crocuses. 

We are preparing for the arrival of a new wooden workshop to replace the old shed that’s been gradually 
rotting at the base, but it’s been in our garden for 25 years and much of it was previously in our old garden 
before that; when we moved it was extended to become twice the size. Garden sheds or workshops are such 
useful spaces but they do become full of useless bits and pieces and items we really no longer have use for. 
In ours we have old newspapers dating from the 19th century (found on an old rubbish heap when we moved 
in), a pair of 1960s ice skates, a set of brass copper pans and many broken garden tools, wooden handles of 
various length with nothing on the end, broken secateurs, blunt saws and worn out garden gloves. Why have 
we kept so many small bits of string, various pots from dead 
house plants and parts from broken hanging baskets? The arrival 
of the new workshop means we have to clear out the whole lot, 
including the old rotten shed, as the new one will be put up for 
us as long as we provide a clear area on a flat concrete base. 

Even if you aren’t getting a new shed it’s the perfect time of year 
to give your shed a spring clean, throw out the rubbish, wash 
out the pots you want to keep, clean and oil tools, get rid of the 
grime from the windows and replace any small patches of rotten 
wood such as window sills. 

We will be keeping the pale pink bird box that has hung on the 
front of our shed for the past 18 years, it was a present from a friend and has attracted blue tits every year 
since. That is apart from last year when the birds popped in to check it out but never stayed. On closer 
inspection we found a dead blue tit in the bottom so we have made sure its ready for its new tenants this 
year and they are already showing interest as I write. So, remember to check the inside of your nest boxes.  

 I have just watched Monty Don reminding us that we need to have as many bird boxes and feeders as we 
can because without them we will have far too many caterpillars and slugs so I think that is going to be 

another lockdown task this month. Ray has plenty of bits of 
wood and the necessary carpentry skills to make our own.  

I found information for making a bird box on the RSPB website 
and you will see this on a separate page. This box would suit a 
number of small birds including sparrows. There are many 
other variations with slots instead of circular holes or pitched 
rooves. We hang a small section of plastic mesh over the front 
of ours after seeing a woodpecker raid the nest and take 
young birds with their long beak. 

Enjoy getting your garden and shed ready for a bright new 
start in 2021. 
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“To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given 
me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take 
it away from me. But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.’” (2 Corinthians 12:7-9) 
 
Biblical scholars may speculate, but nobody knows what St Paul was talking about when he mentioned his 
metaphorical “thorn in the flesh.” It was clearly something which caused him great pain, and which would 
not easily disappear. Three times he mentions that he has asked for it to be taken away, and after each of 
these times it is clear that God did not take it away. Poor man. 
 
Who among us has not wished that this present predicament might be taken away? And yet in our third 
lockdown, it remains. We can identify with St. Paul in our own troubles, among the sickness, the death, and 
the bereavement, and all that we have lost as a society under the ravages of the novel Coronavirus. We have 
lost time, money, friends, fun, recreation, music, enjoyment, and the compensations have been slim. For all 
that we might look on the bright side and discover a renewed resolution to lead healthier lives and to 
appreciate the small things which we struggle now to enjoy, this has been a fiercely punitive and corrective 
experience, and continues to be so. 
 
St. Paul was not afraid of hardship. In his missionary journeys he was beaten, scourged, imprisoned, insulted, 
and shipwrecked, but he was clear in his purpose. He was clearly a strong man in body, mind, and spirit. But 
he had his weaknesses, and he was all too aware of his limitations. 
 
We all have limits, and even if they are large limits, they define the extent of our influence and capability. For 
all that we try to promote our strengths and maximise our influence, we always find a point at which we can 
go no further. With increasing age comes increasing wisdom, but also increasing weakness, pain, injury, and 
frailty. We cannot do everything forever, and some things we had perhaps hoped might happen will never 
come to pass. But what did we expect? Did we ever really imagine that in our short and limited lives we 
could achieve everything? Is it not perhaps more important that we achieve something at a cost of all the 
rest? Make some friends, learn some useful skills, help some people, have some fun?  
 
St. Paul was an incredibly capable man whose determination and influence helped to spread the Christian 
faith far beyond its origins and even ultimately to our own land. But even he had his painful boundaries. Yet 
he realised that it was not his job to be God, to achieve everything, to complete the task, to save the world – 
this has already been accomplished through the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross. St. Paul’s job was to do his 
best in the constraints of the life he was given. And he realised in his own troubles something very 
important: 
 
Weakness defines us. It reminds us that we are not responsible for everything. When we remember that we 
are not God, then perhaps we are reminded to worship God, and in that weakness we discover our true 
strength as His children. In knowing our limits, we can achieve what is possible, and leave the impossible to 
the God who makes the rules by which we all live. Therein lies our true strength. And His. 
 
“That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weakness, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. 
For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  (2 Corinthians 12:10) 
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    SCHOOL REPORT– December 2020   

This year, the pandemic was always going to make it difficult to have a nativity performance as in 

previous years so we had to be a little more creative.  It was our PE Co-ordinator who proposed that 

the children retell the nativity story through dance. This meant that it could all be learnt and recorded in 

each class during lessons with Mrs Tyler and filmed without children crossing ‘bubbles’. 

To choreograph the dance we used the nativity story as a stimulus.  It was divided into sections and 

matched with pictures to inspire the children and support movement ideas.  Music was chosen for 

each dance scene; these were both classical and contemporary which gives a modern twist. 

There were eight dances which depicted the story using key themes to help with motif (movement 

ideas).  The organisation took many different forms of solo, duets, trios and group dances. The ideas 

for each dance were then developed in collaboration with teachers and children. 

The first scene was inspired by Mary praying every day. The main motif is hands praying and looking up to the sky. 

Then Joseph is the focus for scene two with actions of chopping, sawing and hammering used to create a workshop effect.   

The angel appearing in a dream uses action to communicate a message whilst not being angry with Mary.  This is followed by a 

journey using cannon of moving palm trees.                                 

The stable setting is depicted with the children dancing in the style of a barn dance full of shepherds 

and animals! 

 

 

 

 

Heavenly angels dance to the music of the Sugar Plum Fairy using ballet movements of first position, 

tendu (to stretch) and releve (on tip toe). 

A star dance leads the way for the Wise Men which uses hand gestures of stars to mimic the shape. 

A star dance leads the way for the Wise Men which uses hand gestures of stars to mimic the shape. 

The dance ended with the meeting of Herod and the Wise Men holding the gifts they offer to Jesus. 

The filming of the dance took place on Monday 7th December. Following editing, it was shared via a link 

so all of the Key-Stage 1 parents and pupils could enjoy watching at home. 
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SCHOOL REPORT– January 2021 

 Every Family is Unique 

  At St Margaret’s Collier Street School we believe that every family is unique. This is something we wish to promote. To help us understand the 
uniqueness of our school community we asked children to delve into their family and discover what makes it different. Children had two weeks to 
research how their family is special and present their findings in a creative way.  

 Children found out about traditional recipes, links to WW1 and WW2, sporting achievements, family businesses and much more. Many families took 
the opportunity to zoom relatives to find out additional detail.   

With all of the lovely research, we created a communal display where children can see and read about how every family is unique.  

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3 and a switch to remote learning... 

 So we find ourselves once again in lockdown. The start of term 3 has certainly been a different one. We have all had to take to a very different way 
of working. Daily lessons and activities are being provided through Google Classroom, an online platform, and teachers are able to view and 
feedback to children throughout the day. As a teacher, it is lovely for me to be able to see what each pupil in my class has been working on, to be 
able to support them with new learning and celebrate their successes. Once again, we have our key worker bubbles at school where children are 
completing the daily activities set by their class teacher with an additional sprinkling of creative tasks to keep them busy. For now, this is our new 
‘normal’ however we all look forward to having our children back in the classroom.  

Here is some of the amazing work that has already been produced at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Improvised maths resources used 
by a member of Bramley Class to 
make an array to help find factor 

Discovery Class have been 
looking towards 2021 and 

what their hopes for the New 
Year are. 

Russet Class made candles for their 
worship at home. 

In design technology, Pippin Class have been look-
ing at puppets. Children had to identify the key 

features of different types of puppets. 
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The opening of a story inspired by the im-
age of a fox from a writer in Bramley Class.  

The Lost Fox 

A long time ago, there was a lost fox. His family were out there, looking for him. A 
snowstorm had made him lose sight of his family, and he hasn't seen them since. A 
young fox, he was and has not had very much experience in unpredictable weather like 
this. He was ravenous and numb as it was the middle of winter in the spectacular Swiss 
Alps. Also, he was possibly the only animal for hundreds of miles across this huge, un-
forgiving landscape. Walking for hours, sadly trudging across knee deep hard snow like 
bricks and frozen lakes that could collapse without a moment's notice. He stopped for a 
rest until he had a brainstorm: howling! Yes, if he could possibly summon enough ener-
gy to howl as loud as he could, perhaps another animal would reply. Gradually, he let 
out his long, wining howl. No answer.  All of a sudden, he felt like his heart had dropped 
away, and he felt anger welling up inside him. He curled up and went to sleep, but with 
one ear up, in case of an answer. 

Beowulf's Third Battle 

King Beowulf waited alone for the dragon. His warriors had been ordered to stay behind him as he was going to defeat it on 
his own just like he had done before with Grendel and Grendel’s mother. The ground began to tremble as footfalls that 
sounded like meteors impacting the earth came closer to where he stood. He was not afraid as he knew that even though he 
was an old man, he was strong and the bravest warrior alive. 

Out of the shadows came a huge dark shape with demon-like horns as sharp as blades rising up into the sky and a pair of 
wings spread so wide they could wrap around a castle.  A pair of fiery red and yellow eyes as bright as flames with a dark, 
consuming, black void in the centre stared at Beowulf maliciously. Its nose was as hard as stone and steam was shooting out 
of its nostrils. It reared its long powerful neck and opened its mouth to reveal shark-like teeth, every one glowing like a torch. 
With a fearsome roar it shot flames at Beowulf and all his warriors ran away to hide in the forest. All except one - Wiglaf - who 
was brave enough to stay and help his king. Together they fought to escape the swinging tail that was ablaze, burning every-
thing in its path. Finally, they defeated the dragon by plunging a sword into its battle-scarred trunk but King Beowulf 
had been struck savagely by the dragon’s razor sharp claws and was fatally wounded. As he lay dying, he remem-
bered  King Hrothgar’s warning about the price of fame and pride and he realised he should have made his warriors 

Russet Class used lots of 
resources at home to learn 

about capacity.  

Discovery Class 

A retelling of the 
battle between Beo-
wulf and the Dragon. 

In Pippin Class as part of their history learning, children were 
asked to interview someone at home about toys they played 

with when they were younger. 
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YALDING POST OFFICE   -   MOST LOVED POST OFFICE IN KENT 2016 /17/18/19/20/21 

OUR PRODUCTS, LOCALLY SOURCED, LOCALLY SOLD 

                                                               FEBRUARY 2021 

I have had some news from a senior source in the Post Office.  The Gov’t funding provided recently has allowed 
fixed remuneration to branches like ours to continue for another year.  So we are safe until April 2022. 

Sorting Office news.   We welcome our new postie Jo to the team in the sorting office.  She is thoroughly enjoying her 
round and the people she meets.  No final confirmation of the date the office transfers to the new building in Snodland. 

Royal Mail postal problems. We are receiving increasing enquiries from customers whose mail appears to have gone 
astray over the past month or so.  Please be aware that Royal Mail staffing levels have taken a huge hit due to Covid 19.  
Many main offices are operating at about 50% staff capacity with current mail levels at about double the normal.  Even 
since Christmas, when mail levels normally decrease significantly, mail levels have stayed very high.  Please don ’t 
panic…the mail will arrive eventually.  

For those customers with Post Office Card Accounts. (POCA) The contract between the Government and the Post 
Office for these accounts expires November 2021. You will receive a letter sometime asking you to allow them to pay 
pensions / benefits into a bank account for you instead. They have not thought of what to do for customers who do not 
have...or cannot get a normal bank account.   Apparently the Gov’t may well accelerate the changeover, but still no plans 
for those without access to ordinary bank accounts. 

The Gov't has been writing to POCA customers about this for a while now. Earlier letters have been interpreted as quite 
threatening by some customers who have, rightly in our opinion, ignored them. They are now taking a more conciliatory 
approach. Post Office Ltd (POL) are now taking the approach that customers should change their benefits arrangements 
sooner rather than later in order that customers have time to enrol with a bank that allows financial transactions at Post 
Offices.    I have asked POL what will happen to those customers that may be left behind in this.   Their response is that 
an alternative scheme will be put in place in good time.  We will see.   

The Coronavirus emergency.   Please wear a mask in the shop.  Only one customer in the shop at any one time 
(more than one allowed if residing together)  Please also keep a safe distance apart whilst waiting to enter.  

Bakery.   Our alternative supplier of pastries has recovered enough to resume producing his wonderful croissants etc.   
Coxheath Bakery has resumed its Monday service. 

Helen’s cakes and biscuits.  Helen has sadly given up making her fantastic cakes and biscuits due to family 
circumstances.  We wish her the very best in the future and hope that she can resume at some point.  PS…Helen may 
do some “specials” on occasion.  Yes Please!. 

Vulnerable persons cash withdrawals.  We are happy to allow 3
rd

 parties to undertake financial transactions for 
vulnerable or isolating people.  We require a confirmation letter from the customer and ID from the 3

rd
 party.     

New stamps sets this month are the Celebrate UK and National Parks collections.  Other Philately products in stock or 
can be ordered on request.    

 All kinds of Post Office savings, insurance and investments, telephone and Broadband services available.  Post Office 
Classic Travel Insurance cannot be arranged in branch at present due to a technical problem, but you can collect 
literature and contact details from us.   

Foreign Currencies.  We still have a stock of Euros and US Dollars…minimal demand at the moment of course.  POL 
have informed us that credit on Travel Money Cards can be encashed at all branches in UK currency. 

Your Post Office offers free cash withdrawals with most debit cards, pay bills, top up gas and electricity cards and keys, 
pay in cheques and cash to most banks using your debit card. We do Health Lottery, phone Top-Ups, Fishing licences 
and Moneygram.   And, of course…we sell stamps and send parcels and letters all over the world.   

Bakery items fresh every day, Croissants and other pastries Thursdays and Saturdays, cold drinks, unique greetings 
cards by local artists, Yalding honey, Joan’s jams, Bit Spicy curry mixes, hand-made fabric items, stationery, Yalding 
mugs, fresh eggs from local chickens, Loddington Farm fruit juices, Oakapple Farm fresh produce……….All in stock 
now.  As well as a large stock of locally made face masks, bags and scrunchies…all moneys to the Yalding Surgery fund 
to pay for some new vital equipment.   Well done to Sharon…the face mask manufacturer extraordinaire…  

The Post Office Gift Card is an ideal gift for that person hard to buy for….These can be used at pretty much 
every major retailer in the UK and online.   See us for details. 

Our opening hours are 9.00am to 1.00pm.  2.00pm to 5.30pm.   Closed on Sundays.                        

Early closing on Wednesdays and Saturdays (12.30pm Saturdays). 

Many thanks for your wonderful support for Kent’s Most Loved Post Office…. Telephone…01622 814327 

Look us up on our Facebook page and website.  www.yaldingpostoffice.weebly.co.uk  

http://www.yaldingpostoffice.weebly.co.uk/
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ANNUAL VILLAGE CLEAN UP 

 

It’s that time of year again when volunteers take to the streets for the village clean up.  The 
restrictions do allow us to pick up litter as usual but the council will not provide anything other than 
the MBC bin bags.   

 

The clean up will take place on Saturday 6th March, if you would like to take part please let me 
know and I will give you some bags.  Bags will be left on the side of the roads and collected by the 
council.   

 

I know a number of you have been litter picking throughout the year, thank you for that, what an 
amazing community spirit. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you 01892 730323 

 

                  Margaret Ashworth  

Broadband update 
  
Depending on when exactly you read this we may (hopefully) know if the efforts to get Ultrafast broadband for the South of the Village have 
borne fruit or not. 
  
As I write (mid January) we are in the process of trying to get enough people to commit to ordering an Ultrafast connection when it becomes 
available.  This involves clicking a link in an email from the DCMS & agreeing to some (quite imposing) terms & conditions - (which boil down to 
agreeing to place an order for a connection once one is available ). 
  
I believe the actual risk of being charged anything is very small as 
                1) Most people who commit will place an order for an Ultrafast Connection 
                2) Openreach build in an amount of buffer within their costs (approx 30%) allowing for a number of properties to drop out at the last 
minute 
  
There is a second problem in that the KCC Top up fund which we are relying on to cover a significant part of the cost is running short, we don't 
know how short or indeed how many other schemes are in the pipeline which will also have an impact. 
  
If enough people won't  commit or the KCC fund runs out (or has insufficient funds in it to cover the required costs) then the project will not 
go ahead. 
If you are still interested & haven't yet registered (& are in the  Green Lane, Hunton Road, the Main road between the school & Claygate, 
Spenny Lane, Sheephurst Lane, Longend Lane areas) please either visit https://www.openreach.com/connect-my-community and enter your 
details  or email me alaric.j.r.turner@gmail & we can get you added on to the scheme - the more people who are willing to commit the more 
likely it is to go ahead.   
  
Den Lane area 
For the Den Lane & North of the village areas I am maintaining a list of interested parties & have requested a proposal based around the address-
es I have. I am currently awaiting the proposal back from Openreach but am not sure how long it is likely to take (but I'm not expecting anything 
back until Mid February at the earliest).  When it does come back it will give a list of all the properties that will be covered (not just those that 
have been requested) & an estimated cost, if this is viable (based on the available voucher values) then we can take it forward.  If you are in the 
Den Lane area, are interested & haven't  yet let me know then please email me: alaric.j.r.turner@gmail.com 
   
OpenReach are expecting there to be a successor to the KCC top Up fund but, at the moment, have absolutely no details or information that they 
can pass on. It also won't be available before mid April at the absolute earliest. 
  
Some people have been asking how much a connection will cost, & the answer is "it depends" there is expected to be £0 connection charge but 
you will need a Broadband contract, these vary in cost from a Low of about £25 (30Mbps) to a high end of £60 (900Mbps)  (both per month) and 
doesn't need to be taken out until the new infrastructure is in place. 

 

https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/44ruOmYI6Rg/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.openreach.com%2Fconnect-my-community
mailto:alaric.j.r.turner@gmail
mailto:alaric.j.r.turner@gmail.com
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Marden Medical Centre Patient Participation Group (PPG)          

    
 
The Marden Medical Centre Patient Participation Group (PPG) acts as a patient voice, representing patient’s 

views, helping the GPs deliver high quality health care services.  The PPG is free to join, you will receive regular health & well

-being information by email and receive the bi-annual Newsletter.  

Our next virtual meeting will be held on Thursday 18th March 2021 at 7.00pm.  Our guest speaker will be Craig Brown from 

the NHS Kent and Medway Primary Care Network (PCN) organisation: https://www.kentandmedwayccg.nhs.uk/about-us/

who-we-are/primary-care-networks 

You do not need to be a PPG member to participate in PPG meetings which last about 60 minutes.  For more information on 

why you should consider joining the Group, please visit our website: https://www.mardenppg.org.uk/.  You can also follow 

us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/mardenmedicalcentreppg 

John Haddow 07769 53 88 97. Chairperson 

 

2021 Diary dates 

18th March PPG virtual Committee Meeting – Speaker Craig Brown NHS PCN 

24th June virtual PPG AGM 

24th September virtual Committee Meeting (provisional) 

17th December virtual Committee Meeting (provisional) 
 

 

 

YALDING FOOD BANK  

 

Donations of food may be left at the church Monday to Friday between 11am and 2pm. Please 

place any donations on the white benches in the church porch.  If you wish to go into church 

during these times for private prayer, there is track and tracing in place and someone will be 

there to explain this to you; this is not required if you are just leaving donations in the porch. 

  

If you wish to donate but are unable to do so during these times, please call or text Rachel on 

07814 750500. 

  

Thank you to everybody who has donated either food or cash and to 

Angela, Rachel and their volunteers for their support. 

 

 

https://www.mardenppg.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/mardenmedicalcentreppg
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Jacqui Bakes              
 
 

Toblerone Cupcake 
 

Happy New Year ! Hope you are keeping safe & well. I get lots of requests for baking, friends of mine asked for Toblerone 
cupcakes, I must say they are really yummy. I also make my Xmas puddings at this time of the year, I make two, one for 
this year and one for the following year.  
 
 
Cake Ingredients  
150g butter 
150g light brown sugar 
120g self raising flour 
30g cocoa powder 
3 eggs 
150g Toblerone (chopped) 
 
Frosting 
125g butter 
250g icing sugar 
125g Toblerone 
 
Decoration 
Toblerone 
Sprinkles 
 
Cake Method 
Preheat oven 180 degrees.  
Beat together butter & sugar until light & fluffy. 
Add flour, cocoa powder & eggs, beat until smooth. 
Fold through chopped Toblerone, divide equally between 12 cupcake cases. 
Bake for 25 minutes or until an inserted skewer comes out clean. 
Cool completely. 
 
Frosting Method 
Beat butter & icing sugar until smooth. 
Add melted Toblerone and stir until combined. 
Piped onto cupcakes and garnish half the cupcakes with a piece of Toblerone & the other half with chopped Toblerone. 
 

Stay safe & ENJOY! 

Whilst Lockdown 3 prevents this initiative of operating currently. 

Collier Street Lorry Watch seek future volunteers, who are able and willing to get out and about and 

record the details of large vehicles. We will then pass this information on for action by the Freight Team at 

Kent County Council/ Police. 

If you are interested in volunteering for at least an hour a month (every little helps), then please email: 
lorry.watch@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk for details of how you may help to reduce the volumes of large lorries in 
our village. 
 
The Lorry Watch Scheme is an initiative run by Kent County Council, Kent Police and Kent Parish Councils to 
increase awareness of roads which are unsuitable for through use by Heavy Goods Vehicles. Information on 
this scheme can be obtained by calling 08458 247 800 or email freight@kent.gov.uk 

 

COLLIER STREET PARISH COUNCIL 

LORRY WATCH TEAM  

mailto:lorry.watch@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:freight@kent.gov.uk
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Site name Providing vaccinations for 

Abbey Court Medical Centre, Tun-
bridge Wells 

Kingswood Surgery, Speldhurst & Greggswood Medical Prac-
tice, Clanricarde Medical Centre, Grosvenor & St James Medi-
cal Practice, Abbey Court Medical Centre, St Andrews Medi-
cal Centre, Rusthall Medical Centre, Waterfield House Prac-
tice, Lonsdale Medical Centre 

Avicenna Medical Centre, West 
Malling 

Thornhills Medical Practice, Snodland Medical Practice, West 
Malling Group Practice,  Wateringbury Surgery, Phoenix Medi-
cal Practice 

Blackthorn Medical Centre, Maid-
stone 

Aylesford Medical Centre, Blackthorn Medical Centre, College 
Practice 

Bower Mount Medical Centre, 
Maidstone 

Bower Mount Medical Practice, Bower Mount Medical Prac-
tice, The Vine Medical Centre, Northumberland Court 

Greensands Branch Surgery 
(Loose), Maidstone 

Albion Place Medical Practice, Greensand Health Centre - 
Stockett Lane, The Mote Medical Practice, Wallis Avenue Sur-
gery 

 

Headcorn Surgery and Ticehurst 
Village Hall 

(for practices in the Weald)  

(Begins at Headcorn during the 
week of 11-17 January and 
Ticehurst 18-24 January) 

Howell Surgery, Northridge Medical Practice, Yalding Surgery, 
Lamberhurst Surgery, Marden Medical Centre, Old Parsonage 
Surgery, Old School Surgery, Crane Practice, Malling Four 
Health (Staplehurst), Wish Valley Surgery, Orchard End Sur-
gery 

Len Valley Branch Surgery 
(Glebe), Maidstone 

Bearsted Medical Practice, Len Valley Practice, Headcorn 
Surgery, Sutton Valence Surgery, Orchard Surgery (Langley) 

 

Sevenoaks Medical Centre 

  

Amherst Medical Practice, Edenbridge Medical Practice, 
Westerham Practice, Town Medical Centre, Borough Green 
Medical Practice, Otford Medical Practice, St Johns Medical 
Practice, South Park Medical Centre 

 
Tonbridge Baptist Church 

(Begins during the week of 11-17 
January) 

Hildenborough Medical Group, Tonbridge Medical Group 
(Dunorlan), Warders Medical Centre, Woodlands Health Cen-
tre, Hadlow Medical Centre 

COVID 19 VACCINATION CENTRES IN WEST KENT 
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 Woodpeckers- A New Year 
 

The Woodpeckers Church Yard tidying volunteer group have not been able to 

meet because of Covid 19 restrictions for the past few months but luckily this is 

the time of year when plants are dormant and growth is slow. There may be a 

chance we could have a session  at the start of March but April is probably more 

likely, the proposed dates are listed below. As usual we will bring our own tools 

and gather in the churchyard of St Margaret’s on the first Saturday of each month, 

we aim to start at 10am and finish by 12noon with a break for tea/coffee and 

cakes about halfway through. It is a good idea to bring your own gardening gloves 

and tools such as: secateurs, loppers, grass rakes, hand forks and trowels. 

We will continue to bring our own flasks of drink until we can be sure that the Covid 19 virus is no longer a 

danger; in reality that may not be until the end of 2021!  

Sadly we have just lost another much loved member of our Woodpeckers team with the recent passing of 

John Doctor. For many years John could be seen riding his tractor up to the church to mow the grass and 

even though he was physically unable to do much in the past few years he would come along and give us all 

his support. John will be greatly missed for many reasons, particularly for his kind nature and tremendous 

singing voice that formed such an essential part of the choir right up until his sudden passing. 

We welcomed some new members to the Woodpeckers in 2020 and it would be lovely to swell our ranks even 

more during 2021, many hands really do make light work and we achieve so much without having to do a lot 

of ‘hard labour’. It’s a very sociable group and we always manage to have a chat and a laugh while we are 

there so if you enjoy a couple of hours of fresh air and some very basic gardening please come along. 

 

 

The Woodpeckers dates for the 2021 churchyard tidying 

sessions are: 

March 6th  

April 3rd   

May 1st 

June 5th  

July 3rd  

August 7th   

September 4th  

October 2nd   

November 6th  

 

John and Jo helping at Woodpeckers last year. 
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YALDING SURGERY 2020 - What a year ! 
 
On the positive side  
 
Community Thank you to all the neighbours, family, friends and volunteers who have rallied round to help us reach 
vulnerable patients. A special thanks goes to Rachel Curley and her amazing delivery team. 
 
Staff During 2020 extra consulting capacity was provided with Dr Marangoz working on Tuesdays and Primary Care 
Paramedic Sonia, working three days a week.  Louise joined reception and Kornelija dispensary to reinforce these teams. 
All staff stepped up to the challenges of 2020 with some working at the Covid assessment Hub in Headcorn whilst others 
worked additional shifts to cover self-isolating colleagues. Thank-you Team for your dedication and positive can-do 
attitude ! 
 
Dispensary Despite record demand and medication shortages during the year the team regularly provided up to 9000 
prescription items per month. As medication goes through 3 checks from shelf to collection, we continue to ask for 3 
working days’ notice when ordering repeat prescriptions. 
 
Winter Flu Campaign Vaccination was extended to all over 50s in December and our nurses did a fantastic job 
accommodating record numbers.  If you are eligible, we still have flu vaccines available - please call the surgery to book 
your appointment. 
 
Challenges  
 
Increased demand Nationally many diverse factors have combined to increase the pressure on General Practice. 
Amongst these the need to alleviate pressure on hospitals, social distancing and a mismatch between  an ever expanding 
population and stretched work force. The surgery has been busier than ever even though the waiting room looks quiet! 

Working remotely 

Exhausting.  The lack of non-verbal cues, the intensity of staring at a screen all day and the lack of understanding that we 
can’t be immediately available for non-urgent issues although “it’s just a quick phone call”. We continue to follow NHS and 
Government guidelines regarding remote working and only see patients face to face after clinical triage or when there is no 
other option (blood tests for example) 

Increasing Patient numbers As we are rapidly outgrowing the surgery we have applied to reduce our practice boundary 
which currently stretches from Staplehurst to Tudeley in the south and Maidstone to Kings Hill in the north. THIS WILL NOT 
AFFECT OUR CURRENT PATIENTS but help reduce new patient registration. If you would like more information regarding 
our proposed boundary changes please contact Jayne Spouse at the practice. 

 

 

IT IS WITH SUCH SADNESS THAT WE ANNOUNCE THE SUDDEN 

PASSING OF JOHN DOCTOR, A VERY WELL KNOWN AND LOVED 

MEMBER OF OUR COMMUNITY. 

 

OUR THOUGHTS ARE WITH HIS WIFE JO AND THEIR FAMILIES 
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Flooding update for Collier Street. 

 

The start of 2021 follows a similar pattern to previous years in more rain and wet weather. One of my fellow parish councillors, 
Dave Sealy, has researched the flood records for the Rivers Beult and Teise and the 10-year records make interesting reading 

From 2010 to 2019 there were 3 flood alerts per year on the Beult and 7 on the Teise. In 2020 only there were 7 and 12. So not 
difficult to see the weather patterns are changing and going in the wrong direction. 

We are fortunate that the majority of properties likely to flood are now protected by property protection measures. I appreciate 
some are not and the need to continue to get further improvements are required. The good news is that there was limited damage 
to houses.  

 The Collier Flood Action Group headed up by Clive Richardson will be meeting at regular intervals with the various agencies to find 
solutions to things like ditch maintenance, ownership and responsibilities of landowners, drains and gullies. 

Maintenance of the existing network is one of the major tasks to be tackled.  The tasks involved should not be underestimated and 
if you would like to be involved please feel free to get in touch. We are in for more floods one would expect and so by working with 
those who can help make change it is important to build and develop the relationships in the months to come. 

In order to make sure you are all prepared and ready in the event of a flood you should consider the following.  

Go to www.gov.uk/flood and sign up for free Flood Warnings messages to make sure you and your family have time to prepare and 
stay safe. 

You can go to kent.prepared.org.uk for information on what to do before, during and after a flood. 

Call Flood line free on 0345 988 1188 to receive up to date information for the area during a flood or to register for the Flood 
Warning Service. 

Collier Street is at risk of flooding and so we all need to be prepared. At present only 61% of the village are signed up for the alerts 
and warnings. Remember it is free and can be done via your landline, mobile or via email. 

We have flood wardens in the parish but if you want to become one put your name forward. Training is provided through the EA. 

Communication during flooding is now being done via the Collier Street Residents what’s app group. Councillor Deborah Papas is 
the coordinator. Her email and number are in the magazine. 

We are fortunate that the Parish Council has a good relationship with the Environment Agency and are supplied with sandbags and 
get good advanced warnings of potential flooding. During the floods there are regular update meetings with the agencies and this 
enables good accurate information to be transmitted out to all the residents on what’s app. I appreciate not everyone uses this 
media so if you need an email or a phone call please feel free to contact me and I will ensure you get contacted if the need arises.  

The Parish Council has the authority to close the roads during flooding and does this in conjunction with KCC Highways. We have 
the ability to close Sheephurst Lane, Jarmons Lane, Haviker Street, Longends Lane, Green Lane and the B2162. We have done this 
on a few occasions but are only too aware that a number of motorists ignore the signs and drive one regardless. Some do get 
through but often have to turn around when confronted by the water. There is little else we can do but it does make a difference 
having the ability to close the road.   

The signs are all stored locally so the ability to react to the conditions faced can be quick and easily carried out and once the waters 
go the signs can be removed quickly. 

The risk of flooding is real and we all need to be prepared. For those of you who have Property Level Protection you need to be 
aware the storage and maintenance of any equipment are your responsibility and should be checked on a regular basis at least 
annually and ensure they are ready for use. Some of you who are new to the village or who are not sure what to do then please do 

not hesitate to contact me and I will arrange some help. The equipment that has been supplied to your property is required 
to stay with the house if it is sold along with any paper work supplied on installation. 

Maidstone Borough Council came and swept the roads after the last flooding and at the time of writing this article KCC are 
due to come and clear all the drains. If you see blocked drains you can report them on line. There is a full list of people to 

contact refence drains and potholes included in the magazine. 

Finally, thanks to all those who help during the flooding either reporting problems and sharing information to others in the Parish. 

Please if you can offer support or have any questions please get in touch and I will try and help or find a solution.  

Flooding will occur again and so if we are better prepared and ready, we will all be in a better and safer place. 

http://www.gov.uk/flood


17 

 

 

 
YOUR VILLAGE MAGAZINE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT! 

 
Printing costs have escalated and to ensure we can continue 

production of the magazine we ask for your help 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please make an annual or monthly voluntary contribution  
(suggested donation £10): 

BACs to: 40-44-20   91469185 
 

Or 
 

Cheques made payable to Collier Street Parish Magazine 
and delivered either to: 

Tracey Bentley, The Nortons, Collier Street 
Jacki Fogg, Crow Plain Oast, Jarmons Lane 

Or, Emma Howard, Carriers Cottage, Collier Street  

 
Thank you to everyone who has kindly donated but we still need more help if 

we are to continue 
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The White Hart Pub Update. 

 

 

The White Hart Pub at Claygate is looking in a sorry state. Since Shepherd and Neame sold the pub to L&G Holdings Ltd 
in September 2016 for £425K+vat it has been closed and fallen into a complete state of disrepair. The owners told 
neighbours that the pub would open but instead, numerous planning applications were submitted and refused. 
Currently there is an application for demolition and 4 houses to be built on the plot (20/503935/FULL) and this is 
awaiting a decision. The pre-application advice evidences that the owners were told they would be unlikely to get 
permission for 4 houses. This application was submitted and the risk of its approval still hangs over the pub. 

At the start of January 2021 Sibley Pares informed the Parish Council that the owners are putting the pub up for sale.  
https://sibleypares.co.uk/property/white-hart-claygate-marden-tonbridge-kent-tn12-9pl/  

The pub is listed as an Asset of Community Value (ACV), so the local community have an opportunity to bid.  A group 
has been formed (The Hart of Collier Street) to explore the opportunity of acquiring the pub.  The group will be 
registering their interest to be treated as a potential bidder. We don’t need to provide any evidence of intention or 
financial resources to make such a bid. 

Under the ACV scheme, we have 6 weeks from the notice of sale to register an interest, and to secure a full 6-month 
moratorium. During this time we will explore budgets and business plans. 

 

The group are looking for potential investors, and some expressions of interest have already come forward. Until the 
group can ascertain the condition of the pub it is hard to know what it is worth and how much it will cost to get it 
open.   

If anyone has an interest in helping the group, investing in the pub, or in buying the pub with the intention to keep it as 
a community asset, please contact thehartofcollierstreet@gmail.com   

There is a Facebook group setup to engage and discuss the White Hart. Please ‘like’ us, share the page and say hello.  
www.facebook.com/groups/421694278933651/   If you want to share the great days and nights you had at the White 
Hart please post on the Facebook page @whitehartofclaygate 

https://sibleypares.co.uk/property/white-hart-claygate-marden-tonbridge-kent-tn12-9pl/
mailto:thehartofcollierstreet@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/421694278933651/
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          COLLIER STREET PARISH COUNCIL 
           WHO SHOULD YOU CONTACT? 
We have tried in this chart to identify the responsibilities of the Parish Council and those of other agencies who 
have responsibility for government led services. If you have an issue and are still unsure who to contact, please 
do not hesitate to contact the Parish Clerk at parish.clerk@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk 

AGENCY RESPONSIBILTIES 

HGVs [and those contravening 
the 7.5 tonne weight limit] 

freight@kent.gov.uk 

HIGHWAYS ISSUES 
KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

03000 41 81 81 
Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm 
Or use the online Highways portal to register a Highways Issue 
https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/
KCC.KHSFaultsGIS.Web.Sites.Public/ReportAFault.aspx 

  
POLICE MATTERS https://www.police.uk/pu/contact-the-police/report-a-crime-

incident 

  
MEDIA ISSUES Report to the appropriate media company 

  
PLANNING CONTROL 
MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUN-
CIL 
  
ENFORCEMENT 
  
  
  
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

  
  
  
https://self.maidstone.gov.uk/service/
report_a_planning_enforcement_breach 

  
  
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications 

01622602736 Option 1 
Streetlights 
COLLIER STREET PARISH 
COUNCIL 

Collier Street Parish Council 
parish.clerk@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH [01622]602162 

Fly Tipping 
MAIDSTONE BORORUGH 
COUNCIL 

https://self.maidstone.gov.uk/service/report_fly_tipping 

  
LITTER PICKING 
COLLIER STREET PARISH 
COUNCIL 

The Parish Council has a litter picking group, they risk assess 
each pick, and provide the necessary equipment. Liability Insur-
ance, subject to conditions, is held by the parish council. 
parish.clerk@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk 

FARM ISSUES AFFECTING 
THE HIGHWAY 
KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

03000 41 81 81 
Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm 
Or use the online Highways portal to register a Highways Issue 

Speedwatch 
COLLIER SREET PARISH 
COUNCIL 

parish.clerk@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk 

Coordinated by Speedwatch Kent  speedwatch@kent.police.uk 
Broader Issues 
[MP Helen Grant] 

https://www.helengrant.org 

Maidstone East Station Forecourt, Station Road, Maidstone 
ME14 1QN helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk 

Borough Councillor 
MAIDSTONE BORORUGH 
COUNCIL 

VACANT – Details of the Councillor covering his role can be ob-
tained from parish.clerk@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk 

County Councillor 
KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

Eric Hotson 
eric.hotson@kent.gov.uk 

mailto:parish.clerk@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:freight@kent.gov.uk
https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.KHSFaultsGIS.Web.Sites.Public/ReportAFault.aspx
https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.KHSFaultsGIS.Web.Sites.Public/ReportAFault.aspx
https://www.police.uk/pu/contact-the-police/report-a-crime-incident
https://www.police.uk/pu/contact-the-police/report-a-crime-incident
https://self.maidstone.gov.uk/service/report_a_planning_enforcement_breach
https://self.maidstone.gov.uk/service/report_a_planning_enforcement_breach
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications
mailto:parish.clerk@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk
https://self.maidstone.gov.uk/service/report_fly_tipping
mailto:parish.clerk@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:parish.clerk@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:speedwatch@kent.police.uk
https://www.helengrant.org
mailto:helen.grant.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:parish.clerk@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:eric.hotson@kent.gov.uk
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LORRY WATCH 
COLLIER STREET PARISH 
COUNCIL 

LorryWatch are actively seeking new volunteers once lockdown 
restrictions are lifted. The Coordinator currently has a small sup-
ply of the necessary equipment, signage and reporting tools.  
Any issues please, initially contact:- 
lorry.watch@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk 

FOOTPATHS Kent County Council 
https://www.kent.gov.uk/waste-planning-and-land/public-rights-of
-way/report-a-problem-on-a-right-of-way 

FLOODING Are you at risk of flooding and sign up for flood warnings and 
messages at www.gov.uk/flood 

Call the floodline free on 03459 881188 to get up to date infor-
mation for this area. 
www.kentprepared.org.uk 

More information on flood plans, flood maps and be prepared. 
PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Planning Consultees Only We receive and comment only on all applications that 
are referred to us within the parish boundary. All ulti-
mate decisions are that of the appointed planning of-
ficer at Maidstone Borough Council. 
We access each application, by reference to the Maid-
stone Local Development Plan and the National Plan-
ning Policy Framework together with reports from 
other agencies. These would all be contained within 
the application on the online portal http://
pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications by searching 
the planning reference number, there is also a search 
vehicle on this portal. 

Focusing our comments on these frameworks will 
stand a better chance of our comments being seri-
ously considered. 
Chair of Planning Cllr Dave Sealey 

Maintenance of Parish Assets The Clerk 

Finance/Precepts The Clerk.  Lead Councillor Cllr Steve Barham 

Play Area/Recreational Facilities Lead Cllr David Goff 

Highway Infrastructure Plan [Consultee On-
ly] 

Leads Cllrs David Goff; Cllr Deborah Papas and Cllr 
Andrew Papas 

Flooding [Consultee Only] 
Lead Councillor 
David Goff 

Lead Cllr David Goff 
Flooding 
Flood Warning Coordination 
Flood Joint Group Member 
Board Member Internal Drainage Board 
National Flood Forum 
Recreation Field 
Personnel 

Planning Enforcement [Consultee Only] No Lead - Report as above. Cases are managed by 
The Clerk 

Parish Council Initiatives Full Council 

Speedwatch Initiative Cllrs Andrew and Deborah Papas 

Lorry Watch Initiative lorry.watch@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk 

Co-ordinator Sarah Perks Lead Cllr to be appointed. 
Collier Street Parish Council Litter Pick Ini-
tiative 

Cllrs Andrew and Deborah Papas 

Liaison of KCC with Rights of Way Report as detailed above 

Village Hall Committee Representatives Cllrs Andrew and Deborah Papas Cllr David Goff 

Community Safety Cllr Deborah Papas 

Kent Association of Local Councils Cllr Steve Sandys & Cllr Dave Sealey 

What’s App Cllr Deborah Papas 

mailto:lorry.watch@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk
https://www.kent.gov.uk/waste-planning-and-land/public-rights-of-way/report-a-problem-on-a-right-of-way
https://www.kent.gov.uk/waste-planning-and-land/public-rights-of-way/report-a-problem-on-a-right-of-way
http://www.gov.uk/flood
http://www.kentprepared.org.uk
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications
mailto:lorry.watch@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk
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Collier Street Parish Council  

The Parish Council for Collier Street was formed in 1998. The council is run by 7 elected volunteer councillors, in 

addition, the council employs a Clerk who is the Proper Officer for the Council and has responsibility for all legal matters, 

calling meetings, preparing, meeting agendas, in liaison with the Chairman, sending out agendas, preparing minutes and 

conducting correspondence. The Clerk is also the Responsible Finance Officer and manages the council ’s finances and 

accounts and is accountable to central government for completing the annual accounts and appropriate returns. 

Councillors are normally elected for 4 years. The Chair is elected annually at the annual parish meeting normally held in 

May. 

The council is a corporate body and has a legal existence of its own. Its decisions are the responsibilities, not of individual 

councillors, but of the council as a whole 

The council meets 10 times per year. They do not meet in August and December. The meetings are held on the second 

Monday in the month – Under the Covid 19 Act 2020, via Zoom at present. 

The meeting agenda appears on the website and the parish notice board by the car park at the entrance to the church 

three clear working days before the meeting. 

The meeting is suspended for a 15-minute period where members of the public can ask questions or make 

representations about items on the agenda or raise issues for consideration at future meetings. This is the opportunity for 

you to raise any pertinent issues. Once this adjournment has taken place the meeting will continue, and members of the 

public attending can only observe proceedings. Advance notification of the questions would make this adjourned session 

more effective as the necessary research could have taken place prior to the meeting [providing an adequate lead time is 

given]. 

If you have issues you would like discussed by the council, you can contact the Clerk at 

parish.clerk@collierstreetparishcopuncil.co.uk. 

The Planning Committee, as consultees only, meet to discuss, and comment back to MBC Planning Control. These 

meetings normally proceed the main meetings and can be attended by the public. There are times when this committee 

meets on separate times if required. This will be determined by the lead time given by MBC. An agenda is prepared in 

any event, and this can viewed, three days in advance of the meeting on the parish website https://

collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk 

Individuals can comment on and view planning applications via the MBC website at http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-

applications 

The Council set the annual precept, which is the amount we request as our income each year from Maidstone Borough 

Council. 

The precept money then meets the running costs incurred by the council including the clerk’s salary. The money is 

mainly spent on the recreation ground, street lights for maintenance and repair and protection of the parish assets. Some 

additional funding is sometimes forthcoming from our Kent and Borough Councillors grants. 

Councillors attend training events on a number of subjects including planning, being a good councillor, media work and 

finance. 

There is usually an annual seminar on transport matters that the Chairman attends and reports back to the full council. 

Councillors and the Clerk have regular liaison with a number of organisations and agencies to discuss matters that affect 

the parish. 

These include KCC, KCC Highways, Maidstone Borough Council, the Internal Drainage Board, the Environmental 

Agency, the County and Borough Councillors. The Chairman normally meets the local MP, Helen Grant at least once a 

year. 

Who Should I Contact? 

We have included within this edition of the Collier Street News a detailed list of contacts that we hope you will find useful 

in establishing who you should contact if you have a particular issue. Our colleague agencies should have the sufficient 

powers to manage their area of responsibility.   

mailto:parish.clerk@collierstreetparishcopuncil.co.uk
https://collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk
https://collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications
http://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications
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COLLIER STREET PARISH COUNCIL 
NOTES 
UNDER THE CORONAVIRUS ACT [2020] A VIRTUAL MEETING OF COLLIER STREET PARISH COUNCIL 

Took place on Monday 11th January 2021 commencing at 7.00pm 
 
In attendance  
Cllr David Goff [Chair]               Cllr Dave Sealey  
Cllr Andrew Papas [Vice Chair] Sarah Perks [Lorry Watch] 
Cllr Steve Barham               Ben Ward [Village Hall] 
Cllr Jack Highwood               Cllr Eric Hotson KCC Councillor   
Cllr Deborah Papas                       Parish Clerk Alan Crocker 
Minutes of Previous Meeting/s 
Minutes of these meetings were unanimously approved as representing an accurate recording of the said meetings. 
Correspondence and Action Points 
Defibrillator  
The defibrillator is due for installation next week. By kind permission of the diocese, it will be affixed to the wall of St Margaret’s 
Church. Following installation, the following action plan will be instigated: 

The supplier [post Covid] will arrange training on its use for up to 50 residents. 
In the interim, The Clerk will upload the u-tube instructional video onto the website as supplied by London Hearts. 
The ambulance authority will be advised that the Defibrillator has been installed. 
Maintenance Contracts have been put in place for the Defibrillator and the battery. 

Speedwatch  
This initiative is currently suspended owing to the Covid situation 
 Coronavirus Update  
On the parish website you will see the latest information that we have on the vaccine availability and location of the centres 
administering the vaccine. The note details the procedure. 
CIL MONIES  
Focus Group Feedback 
Health and Wellbeing 
This focus group led by Cllr Steve Barham met recently. Whilst this initiative will feed naturally in other groups, feedback from the 
school indicates that gym type equipment is a much favoured by many the pupils. The school must limit the time of each individual 
user, in view of the lack of their equipment. Investigations are also taking place on permanent surfaces that can allow outside 
exercise to take place on the recreation field. Progress will be made towards and overall suggestions that will be included in the 
Community Infrastructure Levy Plan. 
Village Hall 
Cllr Goff is arranging a meeting with a new trustee with a view to establishing moving this project forward.  
Highways and Community Safety 
Cllrs Deborah and Andrew Papas led this focus group. The initial objective being to establish what highway and community safety 
scheme should be considered. Following this focus group meeting a further meeting was held with Kent County Council Highways. 
A paper has now been prepared on the suggestions that we would be able to take forward with approximate costings [given the 
various highways regulations and what measures are considered by then, as most effective]. Officers responsible for the various 
schemes were identified and contact details shared. Some research is yet to take place and we hope to have results by our next 
focus group meeting. The paper prepared by Deborah and Andrew will be shared with the attendees of the focus group the next 
Zoom meeting is scheduled for the 18th January.    
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
We will revisit this at the next full council meeting. 
 
POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER. 
Virtual Meeting with Police and Crime Commissioner Monday 23rd November 2020 commencing at 6.00pm. 
We are progressing discussions with the lead Inspector on operational control on Highway Safety Issues. 
LORRY WATCH 
Appoint member to oversee this initiative.  
By unanimous decision Andrew Papas was appointed the member responsible for this initiative. 
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To receive report from the coordinator Sarah Perks.  
Again, this initiative has been thwarted by the escalation of the Covid 19 pandemic. Sarah reports that several volunteers have 
come forward and a What’s App group has been formed. Most of the equipment and reporting tools have been collected by 
Sarah from KCC and the initiative will re commence as soon as is possible given the current restrictions. 
Sarah agreed to prepare and insert an article in the Collier Street Village News.  
Flood Committee Report   
2 recent flood alerts and 1 flood warning on the River Beult.  4 flood and 2 alerts in the last 12 months – a more serious 
situation. All praise to the EA who delivered 400 sandbags prior to Christmas – 250 had been taken during the first two alerts. 
The road closures progressed well. 61% of residents had signed up for flood warnings.  A multi-agency meeting attended by the 
Chairman was arranged in a timely fashion. The appropriate roads have now been swept. Clarity is sought as to who has pumps 
within their properties and the ability to be able to work them. It was established that insufficient instructions were given in 
relation to personal flood protection and some faults have been identified with certain installations. There appears to be no 
legal obligation to advise new owners. 221 properties potentially flood in the parish. A consideration is that PFP should be 
checked annually. From a cost effective prospective it was suggested that one person be appointed to carry out these checks.  
The Chairman wished to clarify if CIL monies can be used to appoint a specialist company who could research a project on 
riparian ownership in the parish. The Clerk will seek clarification.  The parish will have to match fund the project.  
Recreation Field Report Lead  
The Clerk was tasked with endeavouring to find grant funding to cover the cost of maintenance on the recreation field car park. 
Cllr Jack Highwood will also endeavour to obtain quotations. 
The Clerk was tasked to confirm the renewal of the maintenance contract.  
HIGHWAYS  
In view of the Highway’s issues, when Speed and Lorry Watch recommence, we will invite the Inspector of Police concerned 
with Highways Safety to one of our Zoom meetings.  Currently police seem to be deployed enforcing Covid restrictions and the 
effect that Brexit has had on the Highway Networks within Kent. 
Copy documents sent electronically to all members in advance of the meeting. 
Members agreed all of the finance reports sent prior to the meeting. 
Members unanimously agreed the budget report. 
PRECEPT 2021 – 2022 
To discuss and agree the budget for the financial year 2021-2022  
Members unanimously to set the precept at £17806 equivalent to an increase in Council Tax to a Band D property of 88per 
annum.  
FINANCIAL REGULATIONS  
To agree the adoption of the KALC Model Financial Regulations 
The meeting unanimously agreed to adopt the KALC Model Financial Regulations, [subject to certain regulations.  
that cannot currently be carried out during the current Covid 19 restrictions]. The parish council have adopted delegated 
powers.  
PAYMENTS FOR AUTHORISATION 
All payments authorised. 
Borough Councillor’s Report  
County Hall is currently closed, and the 8500 staff are working from home, where appropriate.  
KCC has published its budget to be agreed by mid-February. It is envisaged that this could result in an increase of 4.99%. The 
government agreed a 2% increase plus up to an additional 3% to spend on the care of the young and the elderly of the county. 
Increases vary widely across the country. A 1% increase yields and additional 7.3m. The increase will go some way to assist with 
the loss of income.  
Cllr Hotson raised the ‘Friday’s’ new egg producing plant, although not a consultee, the parish has prepared comments to meet 
the 15th January deadline. 
As from 1st January Cllr Hotson will stand as an independent for Maidstone Rural South. He covers 7 parishes. The members 
grant has been reduced to a total of £10,000 [shared with KCC colleagues].   
Date of Next Meetings 
Next virtual Full Council Meeting scheduled for Monday 8th February 2021 commencing at 19.00hrs. The meeting link will 
appear three working days prior to the meeting. 
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Collier Street Speedwatch  

 
Like many residents in the village, the Parish Council has concerns over speeding and road safety in our village.  
Community Speedwatch has been running for several years now, and so we thought it would be a good idea to share 
some facts and information on the initiative. 
 
The sessions had another kick start in the summer of 2020, where it is evident that fewer vehicles on the road during 
lockdown meant higher speeds.  Since the summer of 2020, the following details have been recorded: 
 

102 sessions deployed. 
10,277 vehicles passed during the sessions 
  2,304 vehicles recorded offending 
  1,558 DVLA valid vehicles 
     266 letters sent by Kent Police 

Highest speed was 68mph in 30mph zone. 
126% over the speed limit 

51 vehicles travelling more than 50% of the speed limit. 
135 vehicles offended at least twice and up to six times. 

 
Kent Police are able to determine where the offending vehicles are registered, and so we know that a large proportion of 
the traffic is local people and businesses. 
 
During a traffic survey undertaken by the Parish Council in 2018, we know that there are about 20,000 vehicle 
movements a week along the B2162.  We were also able to determine that the average speed across an entire week 
was 38 mph! 

 

Using the data that we have collected from our Speedwatch activity, we also know that, on average, 17.5% of vehicles 
are travelling in excess of 34 mph (the threshold used to report offenders). 

 

If we combine this information, we can estimate that approximately 3,500 vehicles a week are exceeding the speed limit 
threshold. 

 

Note that none of the other three roads surveyed; Green Lane, Longends Lane and Sheephurst Lane, recorded average 
speeds above their respective speed limits, which is why we focussed on the B2162 in 2020. 

 

We have passed this information on to the Police and Crime Commissioner for Kent, and Kent Police, and are actively 
lobbying to get some enforcement support. However, it is still important that we continue to provide offender data to Kent 
Police. 
 
There are ten approved sites with a further three awaiting approval from Kent Police (we were restricted to two sites 
during 2020 due to Covid rules).  

 
If you think that speeding traffic has a dangerous impact in our village and you would 
like to take an active role in speed monitoring and educating offending drivers, then 
this is the volunteering opportunity for you.  As part of our ongoing drive to make our 
community safer, we are seeking enthusiastic volunteers to complement our team.  
You are welcome to do whatever time you are able to spare. 

 
During the current lockdown, Speedwatch has been suspended, but we will be starting again, as soon as we are allowed 
to. 
 
If you would like to join the team, please register at :  
  
https://www.communityspeedwatch.org/FRONT-v2-Register.php  

https://www.communityspeedwatch.org/FRONT-v2-Register.php
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It would be great to have more volunteers on board and ready to go once we are allowed to do so. 
 
For further information, please email Deborah.Papas@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk  
 
Cllrs Deborah & Andrew Papas  

 

Lorry Watch is a community led scheme involving Kent Police, Kent County Council and local volunteers. It is designed 
to prevent overweight lorries breaching weight limits in our village. The scheme is to record details of lorries using 
unsuitable roads and lanes within the parish. 

Collier Street is a 7.5 tonne exclusion zone with a few lanes with width restrictions. 

Volunteers will stand near the roadside in a safe location to record vehicles breaching the weight limit. The data will then 
be passed to Kent County Council to proceed with further action. 

For any repeat infringements, the information will be passed to Kent Police to initiate prosecution. 

 

To make this a success and implement change, we need as many volunteers as possible. If you would like to join lorry 
watch, please email lorry.watch@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk  
 

1 2 

3 4 

5 6 

Click on drop down menu to choose our county and then 

click on Continue  
Click on drop down menu to choose YA Maidstone from 

the list of Police areas and then click on Continue  

Click on drop down menu to choose our Speedwatch group and then click on Continue  

mailto:Deborah.Papas@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:lorry.watch@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS 

CHURCH                                                                                               Doctors Yalding Surgery 

Reverend Paul  Kish   01622 814182      Dr Scott                              01622 814380 

Church Warden                                       

Rachel West                                                   01622 872278                  Marden Medical Centre 

Sec to P.C.C.                                                                            Drs Streeter, Potter, Morgan, Estall, DeCourcy 

Vicky George    01892 730239                   Hallinan & Wilford               01622 831257 

R.C Priest     

Father Victor McLean                              01580 211267                  POLICE 

KENT MESSENGER VILLAGE COLUMN     PCSO Nicola Morris  07870163411  

Jenny Scott jscott@callflow.uk          01892 459041   Non Emergency                          101 

PARISH MAGAZINE                                                     NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

Editor        Barbara Grandi    01892 730376 

Jacki Fogg                                                       01892 730869               Paddock Wood Citizens Advice Bureau                                                                                      

Emma Howard                                              01892 730245                                                                             08701 264856 

Tracey Bentley (Advertising)  01892 730252                                                               

Email:   editorparishmag@mail.com    COLLIER STREET PARISH COUNCIL 

VILLAGE HALL                    Clerk to the Council 

Chairman                                                                                 Alan Crocker    01580 766249  

 TBC                                                                   parish.clerk@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk                                                                    

        Dave Sealey   01892 730589 

HELPING HANDS      davesealey51@hotmail.com  

Margaret Ashworth   01892 730323     David Goff  Chairman                   01892 730512     

(Age concern representative)     david.goff@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk  

SCHOOL       Steve Sandys   01892 730628 

Headteacher Paul Ryan                01892 730264  steve.sandys@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk  

Chairman of Governors      Steve Barham   01892 730247 

Gareth Waterman                TBC   steve.barham@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk  

Friends of Collier Street School     Andrew Papas                                01892 730830 

Chair Person:  Harriet Breslin     andrew.papas@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk  

email info@focss.org.uk      Deborah Papas   01892 730830 

WOMANS INSTITUTE                    deborah.papas@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk 

Yalding President:  Doreen Stanford        01622 813384     
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Barrett Roofing 

Contractors & Suppliers 

Complete Roofing Service 

TEL: 01892 730581  FAX: 01892 730546  MOB:  

07850 785381 

BRANDENBURY OAST,  

COLLIER STREET, NR MARDEN,  

KENT TN12 9RH 

PIANO LESSONS 

 

Children & Adults 

Beginners – Grade 8 
 

Marjorie Ayling 

BA Hons, Hon FTCL, ARCM 

 

Phone:    01892 835702 

Email:     

marjorieayling@outlook.com 

for more information 

mailto:marjorieayling@outlook.com
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Oliver’s Gardening  
Services 

 
Do you need help in your Garden?  

 
Recently qualified Level II Hadlow Horticulture 

student looking for adhoc  
or regular gardening work,  

 
leaf clearing, weeding, edging, planting,  

mowing or pruning 
 

Oliver Bentley 01892 730252  

(available weekends only) 

Annette’s Sweet Treats 

Collier Street, Marden 

Supporting key workers and local people 

Ranges include: Unique celebration cakes designed for you / 

traybakes -  Brownies & Millionaires / Belgian chocolates glu-

ten free / dairy free & some diabetic options 

 

Registered & Fully insured with 5* Food Hygiene Rating 

Please contact me to discuss specific needs:  

 

L:   01892 730589 

M: 07388 517394 

E: annettesealey@gmail.com 

 @annettesweetreats 

Home baking business providing quality sweet 

treats particularly catering for special dietary 

 

Painters 

Decorators 

 

 

07967 428 811 

01622 831 272 

Laurelprojects.co.uk 
laurelprojects@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seasoned Hardwood Logs & House Fuels 

 

1.2 cubic metre £85 

2.4 cubic metre £160 

Kindling, Firelighters and Coal available 

Landline—01892 732095  

Mobile—07454 200655 

All measurements are approximate 

 

S J Logs 
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A.M.MAINTENANCE 

GARDEN & HOME MAINTENANCE 
 

 Hedge Cutting, Grass Cutting , Strimming, Weeding 

 Rotivating & Garden Clearance 

 Patio Cleaning 

 Exterior & Interior Painting 

 DIY Jobs 

 Lawn mower servicing including ride-on's  

Reliable—Friendly—Affordable 

Contact Andy for a free Quote - 07812 190315 

Email: a.maplesden@yahoo.com 

Paula Beauty 
07952 863106 

Spray tan, manicure, pedicure, waxing, massage, eyelash tint, 
ear piercing, facial, lash infills gel manicure 

Please phone for prices 

City & Guilds 
BABTAC Member 

Competitive - Personal - Professional - Reliable 
Friendly, local, family-run business with many years’ experience and excellent local knowledge 

No journey too short or too far, whole of Kent covered for long distance runs (Airports, London etc.) 

24-hour service, 365 days a year (when booked in advance) 

Very competitive rates and no extra charge after midnight 

Lady drivers available 

All major credit and debit cards accepted 

Vehicles with up to 8 passenger seats 

Modern, clean, comfortable fleet - fully licensed and insured 

All drivers DBS / police checked and licensed 

Business and personal accounts welcome 
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A new, very local and personalised service for all your       

computer problems! 

Do I need a new machine?  It’s running slow—Why? 

Have I got a Virus? I’m a beginner, I need some training, I 

want to print my own address labels 

I can sort out most PC problems, quickly, at minimal cost and 

with complete confidentiality.  I can help you with most 

Hardware or software issues and set up your system to suit 

you. What’s the Cost? I make no personal gain at all on the 

deal, We agree between us a reasonable amount which you 

then pay to Yalding Church Council.  If you pay Income Tax, 

please pay this as gift Aid. 

Contact: Graham Spillman 01622 813771 or 

spillmg@gmail.com 

 

 

Ken Ballard Ltd 

FAMILY BUTCHER 

English meat killed on the premises 

We can supply top quality meat for  

your freezer. 

WEST END MARDEN 

01622 831285 
TOP2BOTTOM LTD      

           ROOFING SPECIALISTS  

& BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
Friendly roofing and building company 

based locally in Benover 

SPECIALISTS IN PERIOD & 

LISTED PROPERTIES 

Established over 25 years and fully insured 

Roofing— tiled, pitched, flat, leadwork, 

chimneys, PVC fascia/soffit/guttering 

Building—Extensions, alterations, new build,  

Renovation works, conservatories, windows & doors 

Paving and decking—patios, drives, landscaping,  

Drainage and groundworks 

Maintenance and improvements, General Repairs 

Domestic and Commercial 

Free estimates and advice 

 

Call Mark on 01892/730299/07850 911322 

info@top2bottom.co.uk 

www.top2bottom.co.uk 

Burnt Oak, Benover Road, Benover ME18 6AS
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DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

 B.T. ENVIRONMENTAL PEST PREVENTION & CONTROL 

Wasp’s nests  

£30 plus VAT 

You won’t get stung by us! 

Rats, mice, wasps, ants. 

Fleas, cockroaches, squirrels, 

pigeon proofing & control, 

bird fouling  clearance,  

hygiene cleans and sharps 

removal. 

SKYVAC GUTTER CLEANING WITH CAMERA VISION 

Saves using expensive access equipment.  Reaches up to four  

stories high.  Prices from £30. Free no obligation quotations 

    01622 200333/07875 579692                                           www.bt-environmental.co.uk 

    Best prices in Kent.  7 days a week                                  barry@bt-environmental.co.uk  

BRITISH PEST CONTROL  

ASSOCIATION QUALIFIED 

 

 

 

 

 

Camrass Wills is a small family business which was started by Peter Camrass in 2010. It is now run by Peter and 

his daughter Lucy. Peter is based in the Maidstone area and Lucy in Brighton. Peter has over 30 years’ 

experience in the financial services industry and 9 years as a professional will writer and estate planner.  Peter is 

a member of the Society of Will Writers which is the largest self-regulatory body within the will writing 

profession. All members have to carry at least £2m professional indemnity insurance and abide by the Society’s 

code of practice. 

Wills    |    Powers of attorney    |    Probate    |    Funeral plans 

»   Help & advice   « 

»   Home visits   « 

»   All fees agreed before you proceed   « 

For a free initial consultation contact Peter Camrass on: 01622 720985 
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CML CUXTON METAL LTD 

WE SELL: Aluminium, Brass, Bronze, Copper, Mild Steel, 

Stainless Steel, Engineering Steels, RSJ’s, Building Steels 

SPECIALISTS in SMALL order quantities and LARGE jobs  

01892 730922 email:msgodden@hotmail.com 

We can service your every metal requirement  

Call today for friendly, fast, reliable service  

Phone 01892 730922 

BRADFORDS BATTERIES  

AUTOMOTIVE BATTERY SUPPLIER 

1 Church Farm Collier Street 

01892 730922   24/7 call out  

 

 

 

  

The Woolpack Inn 
                  Opening Hours 

                        Tuesday—Saturday 11-3 & 5—10.30 

                                           Sunday 12—8 

                                            Food Served  

                   Tuesday—Saturday 12-2 & 6—9 & Sunday 12—5.30 

                                        CLOSED MONDAYS 

                           

         woolpackyalding.co.uk   

                01892 730356 
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“Simply the Best” 

         Luxury boarding cattery situated in the quaint 
 rural village  of Laddingford.  

We are a small, family run cattery with a relaxed,  
friendly and informal atmosphere where the care and welfare of our  

feline guests is of prime importance.  
    

 Contact Sandy King on 01622 871330 

 Email: cats@theoldforgecattery.co.uk 
    Website: www.theoldforgecattery.co.uk 

KH  

PAINTING &  
DECORATING 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Ring Kevin 

 For a Free No Obligation  

Estimate 
 01892 730453 

 07870 459260 

Local Plumbing Services 

Boiler servicing & maintenance 

Boiler breakdown 

Central heating 

System maintenance & repair 

Oil tanks & maintenance 

01622 744454/07759861720 

John.twydell2@btinternet.com 

Headcorn Plumbing Services 

 

mailto:cats@theoldforgecattery.co.uk
http://www.theoldforgecattery.co,uk/
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Farleigh Cakes and Bakes 

Bespoke cakes especially for you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Celebration cakes and bakes created for  

any occasion, designed in consultation  

with you.   

All dietary requirements catered  

for.   

 

 

Please call Julie on 07739312127  

or email farleighcakesandbakes@outlook.com 

mailto:farleighcakesandbakes@outlook.com
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