December 2020/January 2021

PAPER DELIVERY
There is a paper delivery service to the village at around 6am every morning. It is supplied by Jackie’s News
Limited based in Tenterden, they can be contacted on 01580 763183. Cost of delivery is £3.51 a week.

Rubbish, food waste and small electrical
items

COLLIER STREET PARISH
COUNCIL HAVE A NEW

7th & 21st December
Recycling, food waste and textiles
14th December

WEBSITE:

For Christmas & New Year collection dates
please go to

https://collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk

www.maidstone.gov.uk

PCSO NICOLA MORRIS
If you are worried about crime and antisocial behaviour in your area, I am the local Police
Community Support Officer for Collier Street, Laddingford and Yalding.
If you would like to talk to me, please ring - Mobile: 07870163411 / Non-emergency: 101

There is a very successful Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in Collier Street involving
over 100 residents.
However there are many more households within the Parish who are currently not involved in
the scheme. If you would like to be part of the NHW scheme and receive notifications of any
suspicious activity or crime then please send your email address to Barbara Grandi at:
barbaragrandi@aol.com
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The Collier Street News Editors would like to wish all our readers a very

Happy Christmas and a Happy & Healthy 2021.
Thank you for your continued support throughout this challenging & difficult year.
And a big thank you to all the people who have contributed to the magazine this year.
We look forward to receiving more of your wonderful articles next year.
—————————————————————
THERE ARE A NUMBER OF KIND RESIDENTS IN THE VILLAGE WHO HAVE OFFERED TO HELP ANYONE WHO IS SELF-ISOLATING
OR NEEDS HELP DURING THIS CRISIS
IF YOU WOULD LIKE SOMEONE TO COLLECT SHOPPING, MEDICINE OR TO WALK YOUR DOG PLEASE CONTACT EITHER:
DAVID GOFF: 01892 730512
BARBARA GRANDI: 01892 730376
MARGARET ASHWORTH: 01892 730323
AND THEY WILL PUT YOU IN TOUCH WITH SOMEONE WHO CAN HELP
PLEASE DO ASK FOR HELP!
WE NEED YOUR HELP

FLY TIPPING AND POTHOLES

We would love to hear from you with information, ideas or anything you may feel relevant to the magazine and our village.
Maybe a photo taken in the village, or something you would like to
share, or write us a letter. Or please send us a picture of your pet
for ‘cute pet of the month’.
Without your contributions there would not be a magazine, so
please send to
editorparishmag@mail.com

Did you know that anyone can report pot holes or fly tipping in
the village.
Please go to the Maidstone Borough Council website and click on
the “Report It” tab.

WHEELCHAIR AVAILABLE

CUTE PET OF THE MONTH - KIETH

FOR BORROWING ON SHORT-TERM BASIS
FOLDS FLAT
NOT SELF-PROPELLING
PHONE SUE 01892 730393
(picture not actual chair)

LOCAL BABYSITTERS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lucy Anderson 730244 - Weekdays and weekends
Rosie Ridd 730816 - During term time Friday and Saturday evenings only
Edward Simmonds 730306 - Any time in Holidays, own transport
Victoria Simmonds 730306 - Anytime , own transport
Nancy Murdoch 730433 - Anytime
Jonny Bentley - 730252
Georgie Barham - 730247
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CHURCH INFORMATION
DECEMBER 2020

CHURCH ROTA FOR DECEMBER 2020 & JANUARY 2021
Tea & Coffee :
December 6th & 13th Mrs Doctor
December 20th & 27th Mrs Guillum Scott
January 3rd & 10th Mrs Ashworth
January 17th & 24th Mrs Head
January 31st & February 7th Mrs Doctor

Brass Cleaning and Altar Flowers
DECEMBER—CHRISTMAS FLOWERS ONLY
JANUARY— MRS ASHWORTH
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“Twenty-Twenty” is a popular phrase used to describe having perfect vision. As we approach the end of the year 2020, it is difficult
to imagine any future, let alone one with a clear view. As I look back over this year, I can see God at work and so much good
alongside the awfulness many have experienced. The goodness and service of others prove to me that amidst uncertainty, God’s
love will always prevail. Whilst many aspects of our lives such as our health, jobs and finances may seem uncertain, what can be
relied upon is the love of God; a love that will always surround us and is bigger and stronger than anything we can imagine.
Working in Yalding, Laddingford and Collier Street during the 2020 pandemic has been an unusual experience. Whilst there have
been many good times, at intervals I have struggled to be upbeat, acting more like A.A. Milne’s Eeyore rather than my normal
Tigger-like self. At times I have felt tearful, anxious, and rather downbeat. I have felt distressed at not being able to see my family
and friends due to Covid restrictions, and I particularly struggled when we were unable to worship together in this community.
However, on balance this has been a year with many positives; a time when having faith and sharing in Christian fellowship have
proved invaluable sources of support.
In Philippians 4:8, St. Paul writes: “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.” I have
returned to this Bible verse whenever I have found myself having Eeyore moments.
This Bible verse reminds us that there are many praiseworthy and excellent things around us. In the weeks of the Spring lockdown,
nature seemed more vibrant with the blossoms brighter, the birdsong louder and the skies clearer. Amongst the gifts offered,
many of us had the opportunity to think about our lives and those of the people around us. A phrase in popular use at this time,
was that of a Keyworker. Initially, we used the phrase to speak of those employed in health and social care, but the definition soon
broadened to include those in education, logistics, retail, and hygiene services. Arguably, this year, we came to value afresh many
of those whose work is essential but at times invisible. Never have I appreciated delivery drivers, refuse collectors, or postal
workers quite so much. I hope the habit of being thankful for those that serve us, will be one of the positive legacies of this year.
Reflecting on what is noble and admirable, it is noticeable how hard people have worked for the benefit of others. Those in health
and care settings who have worked tirelessly despite the risks to themselves and the unknown nature of the threats have received
much well-deserved public praise. I also note with admiration the work of staff and volunteers in our schools who for many
months looked after keyworker children and managed the learning of those unable to attend in person. Since the schools
reopened, they have continued to work tirelessly to keep our children safe and making progress after an unprecedented time of
disruption. Many more people have stepped into volunteer roles. People have delivered shopping and prescriptions, checked up
on neighbours; donated to food banks and responding to crowdfunding and practical requests locally and nationally. Service to
others has become the norm and long may this attitude prevail.
As we enter the seasons of Advent and Christmas, we prepare to celebrate the Incarnation of Jesus. “Emmanuel” - meaning “God
with us.” A God who came to us as a vulnerable baby, lived among us and grew up learning how the troubles of the word feel. He is
a God whose love is timeless and all-encompassing. People have responded to that love in a variety of creative ways this year. As
we go forward into 2021, I urge us to be more loving, modelling God in all we do and serving others in any way we can. In the Carol
‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ Christina Rossetti reflects on how we might respond to God’s love. She writes: “What can I give Him, poor
as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; Yet what I can I give Him: give my
heart.” This year, we perhaps came to realise that when all else is uncertain, love never fails. We have shown that love through
supporting our families, helping each other as volunteers or in the workplace; by following government guidelines regarding safe
behaviour and by accepting that, for now, our normal lives are on hold.
As I prepare to celebrate a third Christmas in this community, I thank you all for your love, support, and prayers. Thank you to all of
you who have served this community by direct action outside your home or by locking down within to keep yourselves and others
safe. May God bless you all.
Rev’d Lisa Cornell. Assistant Curate
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SCHOOL REPORT

Due to the current pandemic,
FOCSS (Friends of Collier
Street School) have taken a
back seat in fundraising, and
sadly had to cancel their
much-loved Summer Pet
Show, and now the Christmas
Fair.

Then my heart with pleasure fills and
dances with the daffodils.
– William Wordsworth

No matter what you ask of the Daffodil, it
will still wait until Spring to bloom. From
this I learned that we all open up when
the time is right. – Rudy Francisco

In a bid to heighten spirits, FOCSS
organised a morning of bulb planting for
the children. On one of the last beautiful
days of November, each bubble of
students at St Margaret’s Collier Street
School spent their time in our marvellous
school field planting daffodil bulbs, giving
the school community something to look
forward to when they bloom in Spring.
The hope is that the daffodils will bring
with them health, warmth, and hope for
the future.
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She turned to the sunlight and shook her
yellow head, and whispered to her neighbour: Winter is Dead.

This activity directly relates to the school’s
current focus on the parable of the Sower and
the Seeds, which encourages spreading
kindness and the word of God. By burying our
daffodil bulbs into the nutrient rich soil, the
plants have the space to fully extend their
roots. This gives them the stability they need
to grow tall, and the ability to retrieve water
and minerals. Once the stem pierces the
ground, overcoming the most strenuous
obstacle, it reaches skyward, absorbs the
sunshine and opens its flower to spread joy to
others.

– A.A.Milne

As a school, and as a whole community,
spreading joy and kindness is one of our
highest priorities, especially in these trying
times. It is a reminder that everybody is
struggling and trying to overcome their own
obstacles, and by being the best we can be,
we pull together and become a pillar of
strength that anyone can rely on.
Spreading joy can be as easy as a smile to a
stranger (or a thumbs up for those masked
up) or a simple, short interaction such as a
“Good morning,” as you pass somebody by.

Daffodils, that come before the swallow
dares , and take the winds of March with
beauty.
– William Shakespeare
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YALDING POST OFFICE - MOST LOVED POST OFFICE IN KENT 2016 /17/18/19/20
OUR PRODUCTS, LOCALLY SOURCED, LOCALLY SOLD
December 2020
Still nothing from Post Office about whether the subsidy will continue or not. However, there has
been some interest from the local press about the story. It all adds a bit of pressure on the decision
makers. Somewhere along the line someone will have to contact me and say one way or the other
whether we can stay open or not.
Sorting Office news. Royal Mail have decided to re-locate our posties to a new mail centre at Snodland.
Both us and Wateringbury Post Office will be affected by the move. They will have transferred by 27 th March
2021. However, in reality not much will change for Yalding. It will still mean that Dan and Cheryl will be
delivering our mail and undelivered mail will still be collected from us in the Post Office.
For those customers with Post Office Card Accounts. (POCA) The contract between the Government and
the Post Office for these accounts expires November 2021. You will receive a letter sometime asking you to
allow them to pay pensions / benefits into a bank account for you instead. They have not thought of what to do
for customers who do not have...or cannot get a normal bank account. Apparently the Gov’t may well
accelerate the changeover, but still no plans for those without access to ordinary bank accounts.
The Gov't has been writing to POCA customers about this for a while now. Earlier letters have been
interpreted as quite threatening by some customers who have, rightly in our opinion, ignored them. They are
now taking a more conciliatory approach. Post Office Ltd (POL) are now taking the approach that customers
should change their benefits arrangements sooner rather than later in order that customers have time to enrol
with a bank that allows financial transactions at Post Offices. I have asked POL what will happen to those
customers that may be left behind in this.
The Coronavirus emergency. Please wear a mask in the shop. Only one customer in the shop at any
one time (more than one allowed if residing together) Please also keep a safe distance apart whilst
waiting to enter.
Bakery. Our alternative supplier of pastries has recovered enough to resume producing his wonderful
croissants etc. Coxheath Bakery has resumed its Monday service.
Vulnerable persons cash withdrawals. We are happy to allow 3rd parties to undertake financial transactions
for vulnerable or isolating people. We require a confirmation letter from the customer and ID from the 3 rd
party.
New stamps sets this month are the Star Trek collections. Other Philately products in stock or can be
ordered on request.
All kinds of Post Office savings, insurance and investments, telephone and Broadband services available.
Post Office Classic Travel Insurance cannot be arranged in branch at present due to a technical problem, but
you can collect literature and contact details from us.
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Bakery items fresh every day, cold drinks, Helen’s fantastic biscuits, Annette’s gluten free selection (on hold
due to self-isolation) unique greetings cards by local artists, Yalding honey, Joan’s jams, Bit Spicy curry
mixes, hand-made fabric items, stationery, Yalding mugs, fresh eggs from local chickens, Loddington Farm
fruit juices, Oakapple Farm fresh produce……….All in stock now. As well as a large stock of locally made
face masks, bags and scrunchies…all moneys to the Yalding Surgery fund to pay for some new vital
equipment. Well done to Sharon…the face mask manufacturer extraordinaire…
The Post Office Gift Card is an ideal gift for that person hard to buy for….These can be used at pretty
much every major retailer in the UK. See us for details.
Our opening hours are 9.00am to 1.00pm. 2.00pm to 5.30pm. Closed on Sundays.
Early closing on Wednesdays and Saturdays (12.30pm Saturdays).
Many thanks for your wonderful support for Kent’s Most Loved Post Office…. Telephone…01622 814327
Look us up on our Facebook page and website. www.yaldingpostoffice.weebly.co.uk

LAST POSTAGE DATES CHRISTMAS 2020.

UK

Friday 18th December

2nd Class & 2nd Class Signed For

Monday 21st December

1st Class & 1st Class Signed For

Wednesday 23rd December

Special Delivery (Guaranteed)

INTERNATIONAL.
Africa

Wed 9th Dec

Asia

Austria

Wed 16th Dec

Belgium Fri 18th Dec

Caribbean Wed 9th Dec
Czech Rep Sat 12th Dec

Wed 9th Dec

Denmark Wed 16th Dec
Greece Fri 11th Dec

Ireland Fri 18th Dec

Italy Sat 12th Dec
Middle East Wed 9th Dec

New Zealand Fri 11th Dec
Spain Wed 16th Dec

Sat 12th Dec

Eastern Europe Fri 11th Dec

Finland Sat 12th Dec

Germany Wed 16th Dec

Portugal Wed 16th Dec

Canada

Central America Wed 9th Dec Cyprus Thu 10th Dec

Far East Wed 9th Dec

Malta Thu 10th Dec

Australia Fri 11th Dec

France Fri 18th Dec
Iceland Wed 16th Dec
Luxembourg Fri 18th Dec
Netherlands Wed 16th Dec

Norway Wed 16th Dec

Slovakia Wed 16th Dec

Poland Sat 12th Dec
South America Wed 9th Dec

Switzerland Wed 16th Dec
USA Sat 12th Dec.
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Turkey Fri 11th Dec

Yalding Surgery Patient Participation Group (PPG)
You may have noticed in last months magazine information about the Marden PPG. Yalding surgery has a similar group
which also acts as a patient’s voice, representing their views, and helping the GPs deliver high quality health care services. As
I have recently taken over as chairman of the committee I thought it would be useful for those of us patients who live in
Collier Street to be made aware of what is going on. Below is a newsletter produced by the surgery.
Due to the pandemic the PPG have been unable to meet in person but a zoom meeting was arranged in October to kick start
us back into action. The Minutes of this meeting can be seen on the Surgery’s website.
Huge thanks and gratitude were expressed to Wendy Thurston the departing Chair for all her hard work over the last few
year.
Appointments
Appointments with the GPs or the Paramedic will be telephone consultations initially, only then and if the clinician deems it
necessary for a physical examination can a face to face appointment be booked. This is following guidance to all General
Practice Surgeries on how to operate.
Flu Season
Flu vaccines for healthy patients between the ages 50-64 will be released mid-November. The Surgery cannot give these
vaccines sooner as they are held centrally by NHS England and will not be released earlier, this is despite local pharmacies
being able to give the flu vaccine to this age group.
You do not need to be a PPG member to participate, and the date of our next meeting will be 19th January 2021 at 1pm via
zoom. If you would like to join, please contact Jacqui via the PPG link on the Yalding Surgery’s website
www.yaldingdoctors.nhs.uk
James Guillum Scott

YALDING FOOD BANK
Donations of food may be left at the church Monday to Friday between 11am and 2pm. Please
place any donations on the white benches in the church porch. If you wish to go into church
during these times for private prayer, there is track and tracing in place and someone will be
there to explain this to you; this is not required if you are just leaving donations in the porch.
If you wish to donate but are unable to do so during these times, please call or text Rachel on
07814 750500.
Thank you to everybody who has donated either food or cash and to
Angela, Rachel and their volunteers for their support.
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Jacqui Bakes
Nice’N’Spicy Carrot Cake
This is our family take on Christmas cake, it’s a great alternative to the traditional Christmas cake, if
you like carrot cake then you’ll love this, it also makes your kitchen smell amazing, happy baking.
Cake Ingredients
320g plain flour
1-1/4 tsp baking powder
1 tsp bicarbonate of soda
3 tsp M&S pumpkin spice
1 tsp cinnamon
1/2 tsp salt
3 large eggs
265 g dark brown muscovado sugar
300g sunflower oil
300g grated carrot
100g flaked almonds
200g mixed dried fruit
80g brandy
Frosting Ingredients
200g cream cheese
50g butter
375g icing sugar
1/4 tsp pumpkin spice
Cake Method
Preheat oven to 180 degrees, grease & line baking tin.
Sift flour, baking powder, bicarb, pumpkin spice,
cinnamon & salt, into a bowl.
Whisk eggs & sugar for 2 mins, then gradually add the oil whilst whisking.
Stir dry ingredients into egg mixture in 3 stages, followed by carrots, almonds, mixed fruit & brandy.
Pour into greased tin & bake for 50 minutes or until an inserted skewer comes out clean. Turn out
onto a wire rack & cool.
Frosting Ingredients
Whisk together cream cheese & butter.
Whisk in icing sugar, beat until light, chill for at least an hour but preferably 3.
Once cake is cooled spread with the frosting & sprinkle with pumpkin spice.

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas & a Healthy & Happy New Year
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Pamela Margaret Lerwill
Pamela sadly passed away at the Tunbridge Wells Hospital on
the 28 October 2020.
Our mother was born in 1942 in St Ives, Huntingdonshire and
moved with her family to Collier Street Village in 1979, where
she went on to enjoy village life for 41 years and make many
lifelong friends.
Having children, she was involved with the Primary School
from the start. In the 1980’s as a family, mum, my brother
Phillip and myself helped with the Saturday club, which was
held in the old Collier Street village hall for local children. Mum
was a regular visitor to School, listening to the children read
on Monday and Fridays.
Mum was also a willing helper at Monday Club, an after-school
club which took place across the road at St. Margaret’s
Church.
Mum, as many of you would know, was involved with St.
Margaret’s Church and where she was a member of the Choir,
this held a very special place in her heart.

Many people knew Mum and Thomas Newman, her Partner for 23 years, who passed away in 2017. Tom was the
founder of the Woodpeckers Church yard group and initially mum helped with tidying etc, but she will be remembered
at Woodpeckers most for her delicious homemade cakes.
Working in Marden at the Old Vicarage School, she taught Art and got involved with costume making for Marden
Theatre Group, again she made many friends and ex-students still write to her from all over the world.

Whilst with the family farm, Mum built up an egg round which gave her the opportunity to meet new people from
around the area and make new friends, her kind and friendly personality helped her to sell her eggs.
During the first lock down, I started making masks, headbands and scrub bags for the NHS. Mum soon had a little
production line going making scrub bags for me to send too. Also making Masks for her friends and neighbours.
Many of you have things to remind you of Mum, it may be bespoke curtains, a special wedding outfit, general alterations
or a mask.
Her friends and neighbours meant such a lot to her and we would like to thank everyone who helped her, be it a lift
home from school, with shopping, a trip to the doctors, collecting prescriptions, lifts to church, to choir practice or just to
pop in and say hello.
Thank you
Penelope and Phillip
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Woodpeckers- ‘the Christmas break’
The Woodpeckers churchyard tidying group were shocked and saddened to
hear of the sudden passing of our lovely Pam, she had been such an integral
member of the team for a very long time. In addition to baking our wonderful
cakes she would frequently be seen polishing the brass inside the church and
helping with the floral arrangements. We enjoyed our chats about life in the
village and her lovely home in Haviker Street. On numerous occasions Pam’s
beautiful voice would be heard singing with the rest St Margaret’s Church
choir. Pam had many friends and neighbours and was a valued member of the

community, over recent months she had been busily making PPE. We will miss
our Pam greatly.
The Woodpeckers have been unable to meet as a group during the latest lockdown but some
individuals, like Stephane and Margaret, have made sure that the grass has been mown and some of the
leaves collected and we are grateful to them doing so. Fortunately the group had achieved a lot during
the year and both the churchyard and graveyard are in good order. We usually have a break during
December and January, there is a chance we could turn up in February but March is often the first
planned date, we will confirm the 2021 dates in the February Village News. Our numbers have grown
and there are now about 20 volunteer members of the Woodpeckers which is great because that means
that we normally have about 12-16 helpers at each session. It’s a pleasant way to spend a couple of
hours once a month and really nice to meet up with others for a gossip and a laugh while making sure
the Churchyard and graveyard remain tidy and welcoming for all visitors during the year.

St Margaret’s Church is still very much in use all year for
Weddings, funerals, christenings and regular services.
Children, parents and staff from the primary school
opposite are frequent visitors and the two institutions
have a long history linking them together. The village
recreation ground next to the church was once the
Church Orchard and the picture here shows how
stunning it all looked in apple blossom time with sheep
happily grazing under the trees.
The church was built with a large financial donation from
Miss Warde, the daughter of a Yalding vicar. Local
landowners also contributed by gifting the land and

loaning both carts and labour. Stone was hauled to the
location from the quarries in Boughton Monchelsea.
When the building was completed the Church was
opened by the Archbishop of Canterbury in 1848 and
three thousand people attended the opening ceremony.
Stay safe and have a peaceful and enjoyable Christmas,
we look forward to better times for all in 2021.
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Collier Street Ramblings The British Weasel
In early November we were walking our puppy along the lane when I spotted something small running through the base of the
hedgerow on the other side of the water filled ditch. We are used to seeing the squirrels along this stretch of road and are
amused by their antics when they use the arch of the trees meeting over the lane to cross the road at high level, leaping with
great confidence into the air 20-30 feet before they grasp the branches of the trees on the opposite side.
However, this creature was much smaller than a squirrel and when
it re-emerged from the undergrowth we could see it was a weasel,
the most common member of the mustelid family in the UK. Such a
small pretty little animal with a long, low body and a brown tail. It’s
not the first time we have seen one but they are usually running
across the road ahead of us at some distance. It continued to run
along the other side of the bank before disappearing behind the
trunk of a large tree.
Weasels are often
mistaken for stoats which
are a bit longer, a weasel is
between 20 and 27 cms
long whereas a stoat is 3040 cms long. A stoat also
has a black, bushy end to
its tail as seen in the
picture on the right.

They have a long chestnut brown body and the chin, neck and tummy is a creamy white colour.
Relentless hunters, they are always hungry and what they lack in size, weasels make up for in appetite, eating a third of their
own body weight daily. From birds to bank voles, the many small creatures that live on the forest floor must always be on the
lookout for this lively predator. They are also very good climbers and this gives them easy access to birds and their nests.
There is a well known photograph of a weasel hanging on to the back of a green woodpecker in flight which you can see at
the bottom of the page.

Weasels are found throughout Britain in habitats where there is plenty to eat but where they can also hide from predators
such as owls, kestrels and buzzards. Like most small rodents they will not stay out in the open for long and are more likely to
spend their time hunting in the undergrowth. Hedgerows are vitally important to British wildlife because they provide a route
system for them to travel around the countryside under cover.
Their most common prey are mice and voles which they are able to hunt with relative ease as they are small enough to follow
them into their underground burrows. However, they are also able to be much more ambitious hunting larger prey like birds
and rabbits.

For most of their lives weasels live alone and they only
come together to mate. Their young are called kits and
the litter usually has between 4 and 6 kits which are born
between April and August. Quite often a weasel will
occupy a habitat that was previously occupied by one of
its prey. Kits are weaned after three to four weeks and
are independent in two to three months. Mothers will
move their nest to keep their kits safe from hunting
predators and in winter they line the nest with the fur from
their prey.
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THE POPPY APPEAL 2020!
With this year’s Poppy Appeal, The Royal
British Legion have been unable to have their
normal collections because of COVID 19.
So, best friends Sofia and Isobel wanted to get
involved with fundraising! The Royal British
Legion wanted to theme fundraising with
‘11/11’ ideas, so Isobel & Sofia decided to run
11K!
They started on November 1st and have run
1K a day with their last run on November 11th!
The initial thoughts were to raise £500
however they have so far managed to raise
over £1,200 between them!

Here is what they have said about their fundraising!

Sofia said: I fully enjoyed running especially
because I knew I was doing it for The Royal
British Legion. I would like to thank everyone
that contributed as we have raised a vast
amount of money. I hope that the Royal
British Legion will be very pleased with what
we have done.
Isobel: Sofia and I wanted to get active
whilst COVID 19 restrictions are in place and
we wanted to do it outside, so it was great
that we learnt that the Poppy Appeal was
raising money. Running everyday was
sometimes hard, especially when it was dark
and raining, but meanwhile the donations
were getting higher! Our target was £500 but
we have got up to £1,244!!!
It feels amazing to have raised that much money, and some truly kind people have donated. When
my Daddy and I went to the War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday we got a lovely donation of
£10 from the people who run the farm shop on Benover Road!

Sofia age 10 and Isobel age 7
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YOUR VILLAGE MAGAZINE NEEDS YOUR
SUPPORT!
Printing costs have escalated and to ensure we can continue
production of the magazine we ask for your help

Please make an annual or monthly voluntary contribution
(suggested donation £10):
BACs to: 40-44-20 91469185
Or
Cheques made payable to Collier Street Parish Magazine
and delivered either to:
Tracey Bentley, The Nortons, Collier Street
Jacki Fogg, Crow Plain Oast, Jarmons Lane
Or, Emma Howard, Carriers Cottage, Collier Street

Thank you very much to all the people who have
already kindly donated.
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COLLIER STREET PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council is now back up to a full complement following interviews for the one
vacancy. Five people applied for the position.
The quality of the candidates was excellent, and all had a keen interest in the Parish. Jack
Highwood was appointed, and his CV is included in this article. The Parish Council are also
delighted that the people who applied have offered help in various other things going on in
the parish. More details of this will be made available in the next few weeks. The work of the
Council is ongoing and interesting and varied.
We are always keen to hear from residents on issues they are concerned about in the Parish.
Please contact the Clerk.
By the time you read this article we will have met with Matthew Scott the Police
Commissioner to discuss the traffic in the village and the increase in Heavy Goods Vehicles
and speeding cars. We will report back in the new year on this topic which is the most
common issue we face.
David Goff
——————————————————————————

Name : Jack Highwood

Age : 38

I was born and grew up here in Collier Street. I attended Collier Street School and after went to
Bethany School in Goudhurst. In 2001 I went to Winchester University to study Archaeology. Not
long after I went travelling and soon developed a strong interest for conservation and elephants in
particular.
For the last 16 years i have been working in Cambodia and Thailand to rescue them from abuse
and work to rehabilitate and protect them from further harm. I built a Charity in Cambodia called
ELIE which is heavily involved in Healthcare, Conservation and animal welfare in the province of
Mondulkiri and in Thailand i built a company called Elephas which grew two elephant sanctuaries
and had ambitions to release elephants into the wild.
While Elephants are still a strong passion of mine, the Covid crisis unfortunately closed down the
Elephant Valley in Thailand and I decided to bring my family home to farm here at Crow Plain
Farm. I have a wife, Brigitte and two sons; Luke (5) and Flynn (7) who currently attend
Laddingford School.
I used to come home each summer to work on the farm and help with the Grain Harvest and Hop
picking but returning to live here in England this time has been a bit of an cultural and ecological
shock. Many of the things we take here for granted are a luxury in Asia. Clean Food, Excellent
Healthcare, Clear Air, Free speech, Clean Water and a consistent electricity supply are some
things, which I must say, you get quickly used to. For now I am working hard to start farming
again here with my father, Stuart Highwood, and intend to do my best to keep the farm running
and am very much looking forward to getting more involved with supporting the local community.
My door is always open as they say and I am more than willing to help any residents of the village
with any issues they are having, big or small. My number is 07306399192.
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NOTES UNDER THE CORONAVIRUS ACT [2020] A VIRTUAL MEETING OF COLLIER STREET PARISH
COUNCIL took place on Monday 9th November 2020 commencing at 6.30pm

Councilor David Goff as chair, congratulated Jack Highwood on his successful appointment as Parish Councillor following the recent

In attendance

Cllr Dave Sealey

Cllr David Goff [Chairman]

Cllr Steve Sandys

Cllr Andrew Papas [Vice Chairman]

Parish Clerk/Proper |Officer – Alan Crocker

Cllr Steve Braham

1 member of the public

Cllr Deborah Papas
vacancy. The formal documentation is currently being completed. We received applications from five outstanding candidates for the
position and following a structured interview, the scoring amongst the applicants were exceptionally close. Post interviews, full council
felt that it would be of great benefit to the parish if we were able to harness their strengths and offer a position within the parish
committees/projects and agreed that they would explore these opportunities during post interview feedback. The feedback interviews
went well, and we would detail the roles have been agreed.
Minutes of Previous Meeting/s to be approved. 11.20.05.01—Minutes of the Virtual Full Council Meeting 14th September 2020. The
meeting agreed the minutes of this meeting represented an accurate recording of the said meeting.
SARAH PERKS

Lorry Watch, Co Ordinator

CHARLIE COOPER

Flood Committee

KELLY ANDERSON

Village Hall Project

BEN HALL

Village Hall Project
Camera Project

A PC initiative, work already underway with risk
assessments, methodology, completed and insurance covered. The Chair and Clerk will meet Sarah
by Zoom in the next two weeks once KCC have
accepted the aforementioned documents.
Finance and Governance

Defibrillator

Lead DG

Defibrillator delivered
Once installed, initially we will use the normal platforms to publish a link to U Tube for an instructional video. After the current lockdown is over, we will subject to the prevailing government guidelines arrange a ’physical meeting’ for instruction on its use.
This meeting will be announced on all platforms in the parish.
DG will obtain two quotations for the machine to be affixed to the Church wall and be wired up to protect it from frost damage.
The Clerk will enquire as to the costings for ongoing maintenance.

Speedwatch

Lead AP &
DP

It has been quieter during the shorter days and the initiative does not operate when the weather is
wet. There has also been a shortage of volunteers.
Nothing has drastically changed; drivers are still behaving irresponsibly on the B2162. We will be trying a different platform to recruit volunteers during the Spring. Average speed on the B2162 in the hot
spots is 37/38mph against the norm of 30. The Kent Traffic Division quotes that drivers regularly drive
at 40mph through restricted areas.
Traffic Surveys, Sheephurst Lane, Longend Lane – for discussion.
Lead DG
Resident Correspondence
As the statistics are lengthy and detailed Cllrs Papas and Cllr Sealey will be summarising the findings for general publication and for
use within our Traffic Management Plan. We will also supply copies to the Police and Crime Commissioner when full council meet
with him on the 23rd November.
We will also prepare location sites covered by the traffic survey.
Air Pollution
It was agreed 5 For 1 Against 1 that the parish continue with the air quality monitoring device.
Coronavirus Update
Lead DS
Maidstone Borough Council will be writing to the clinically vulnerable, during Lockdown 2, giving contact details should they need
assistance. The Parish Council has been involved on this occasion and contact details within parish will be included within the letter.
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CIL MONIES

Lead DG

It was agreed by full council that now we have brought together the residents ideas on the possible projects for consideration
under the CIL money levy, we create Focus Groups led by a Councillor/s with the objective of sharing ideas to establish exactly
what the final project would look like, together with the appropriate costings. We will then be able to present to the residents the
shared ideas during the further consultation period. We will be inviting those residents who put forward the various ideas to join
the various groups. The Clerk will write to each group inviting them to a group meeting by ZOOM and under GDPR asking for
permission to share their email details with the lead Councillor for this project only.
PROJECT

LEAD

Contact details

FITNESS and WELLBEING
• Cricket and Football Team
• Additional Play Equipment canvassing
views of behalf of the children of the
parish.
• Adults keep fit equipment
HIGHWAYS AND COMMUNITY SAFETY

Cllr Steve Barham

steve.barham@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr Deborah Papas

deborah.papas@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr Andrew Papas
andrew.papas@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk
[In consultation with KCC]
• Pavements/Pathways/Footpaths
• Improved Street Lights
• Various Forms of Traffic Calming, Restrictions; Speed bumps; moveable
cameras; flashing speed signs; Mirrors
Haviker Street and Green Lane; Chicanes; Pinch Points; White Gates.
• Litter Signage
• Lorry Watch
• Speedwatch
• Bus Service
• BROADBAND
VILLAGE HALL
Plans are underway and we will be briefing
once the new committee and trustees are
appointed.
SHOP
FLOODING

Cllr David Goff

david.goff@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk

CARE IN THE COMMUNITY – Will be visited as a separate project
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
With interest from a landowner The Clerk was tasked with contacting Action with Communities in Rural Kent for the housing
enabler to provide more information for discussion at an upcoming meeting.
POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER.
The meeting agreed the format for the questions and for detailed information to be sent to the Commissioner in advance of the
meeting.
LORRY WATCH
The Clerk has progressed a risk assessment document together with a method document and confirmation of insurance cover to
be forwarded to KCC for the scheme to initiated by them. Sarah Perks will coordinate the project including the camera findings.
Flood Committee Report

Lead DG

All but three homes have had flood resilience measures installed. Within Collier Street and Yalding 256 houses have had resilience measures installed costing more than £1.54m. The scheme had a 85% take up.
Recreation Field Report
We have received positive feedback on the new play equipment. CIL monies may allow us to add more equipment that would
appeal to the older age groups. Three games of football have taken place. The contractor is cutting the grass at more frequent
intervals, with the cost being borne by the Marden Minors Football Club.
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HIGHWAYS

Lead DG

There is an issue with the clearing of gullies and The Clerk has been tasked with establishing exactly where and how many gullies we have in the parish. Also details of the online reporting portal for any blockages.
Drainage and Flooding not in the top six priorities within the KCC Consultation on Budgets.
Coastal and Inland Flooding are 2nd and 3rd only behind a pandemic on the National Government Risk Register.
Jarmons Lane Junction
Feelings run extremely high over the safety of this junction; The Clerk will write to KCC Highways along the following lines.
Install warning signs about the new road layout.
A remedy to the safe negotiation onto to the B2162.
Reinstall the directional posts.
Reinstall the triangle.
We would appreciate a further site visit to hear the real local concerns in an endeavour to understand the depth of the problem
from road users who use the junction daily.
The offending hedge will be cut back by a member of the parish council in consultation with the owner.
PKF Littlejohn LLP., External Audit Report
The following report has been uploaded onto the PC Website as per the legislative requirements.
On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have
come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.
Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:
In the prior year, the smaller authority was exempt from our review, thus we have not reviewed any evidence to support the
prior year comparatives on the AGAR.
Regulation 12 (3) of the Accounts and Audit Regs 2015 (signing and approval of the statement of accounts for Category 2 authorities) requires the Responsible Financial Officer as soon as practicable after the date on which the authority complies with
regulation 12 (2c) (re. accounts approved and signed following meeting) to do the following on behalf of the smaller authority:
a) commence the period for the exercise of public rights in accordance with regulation 14 and regulation 15; and b) notify the
local auditor of the date on which that period was so commenced. We note that Section 1, the Annual Governance Statement
was approved on 8 June 2020 and Section 2, the Accounting Statements were approved on 8 June 2020, however the public
rights period did not commence until 1 September 2020.
We fully appreciate the difficulties arising as a result of coronavirus restrictions; however, please consider the requirements of
the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, when setting the date for the approval of the AGAR in relation to the public rights
period in future years.
APPROVAL FOR SPENDS
CCTV CAMERA
The meeting discussed the quotations we received for changes to the CCTV camera. Cllr Deborah Papas proposed that we defer
making any decisions until such times that we know that the information produced are acted upon. With will seek assurances from
Matthew Scott on this subject.

Village Hall
Leads DG:AP:DP
Plans are underway and we will be briefing once the new committee and trustees are appointed
Matters for Discussion at the Next Meeting
Footpaths and walking routes.
Date of Next Meetings
Next virtual Full Council Meeting scheduled for Monday 11th January 2021 commencing at 18.00hrs. Full Council will only
meet during December for any extraordinary items or planning consultee issues.

Notes prepared by | ALAN CROCKER | Clerk to Collier Street Parish Council
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
CHURCH

Doctors Yalding Surgery

Reverend Paul Kish

01622 814182

Dr Scott

01622 872278

Marden Medical Centre

01622 814380

Church Warden
Rachel West
Sec to P.C.C.

Drs Streeter, Potter, Morgan, Estall, DeCourcy

Vicky George

01892 730239

Hallinan & Wilford

01580 211267

POLICE

01622 831257

R.C Priest
Father Victor McLean
KENT MESSENGER VILLAGE COLUMN
Jenny Scott

jscott@callflow.uk

PCSO Nicola Morris
01892 459041

Non Emergency

PARISH MAGAZINE

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Editor

Barbara Grandi

Jacki Fogg

01892 730869

Emma Howard

01892 730245

Tracey Bentley (Advertising)

01892 730252

07870163411

101

01892 730376

Paddock Wood Citizens Advice Bureau
08701 264856

Email: editorparishmag@mail.com

COLLIER STREET PARISH COUNCIL

VILLAGE HALL

Clerk to the Council

Chairman

Alan Crocker

TBC

parish.clerk@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk

Dave Sealey
davesealey@hotmail.com

HELPING HANDS
Margaret Ashworth
(Age concern representative)

01892 730323

Steve Sandys
01892 730264

01892 730628

steve.sandys@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk

Chairman of Governors
Gareth Waterman

01892 730589

David Goff Chairman
01892 730512
david.goff@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk

SCHOOL
Headteacher Paul Ryan

01580 766249

Steve Barham
TBC

01892 730247

steve.barham@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk

Friends of Collier Street School

Andrew Papas

Chair Person: Harriet Breslin

andrew.papas@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk

email info@focss.org.uk

Deborah Papas

WOMANS INSTITUTE

deborah.papas@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk

Yalding President: Doreen Stanford

01622 813384
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01892 730830

01892 730830

PIANO LESSONS
Children & Adults
Beginners – Grade 8
Marjorie Ayling

BA Hons, Hon FTCL, ARCM
Phone:

01892 835702
Email:

marjorieayling@outlook.com
for more information

Barrett Roofing
Contractors & Suppliers
Complete Roofing Service
TEL: 01892 730581 FAX: 01892 730546 MOB:
07850 785381
BRANDENBURY OAST,
COLLIER STREET, NR MARDEN,
KENT TN12 9RH
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S J Logs

Painters

Seasoned Hardwood Logs & House Fuels

1.2 cubic metre £85

Decorators

2.4 cubic metre £160
Kindling, Firelighters and Coal available

07967 428 811
01622 831 272

Landline—01892 732095

Laurelprojects.co.uk
laurelprojects@btinternet.com

Mobile—07454 200655
All measurements are approximate

Oliver’s Gardening
Services

Annette’s Sweet Treats
Collier Street, Marden

Do you need help in your Garden?

Home baking business providing quality sweet
treats particularly catering for special dietary

Recently qualified Level II Hadlow Horticulture
student looking for adhoc
or regular gardening work,
leaf clearing, weeding, edging, planting,
mowing or pruning

Supporting key workers and local people
Ranges include: Unique celebration cakes designed for you /
traybakes - Brownies & Millionaires / Belgian chocolates gluten free / dairy free & some diabetic options

Oliver Bentley 01892 730252
(available weekends only)

Registered & Fully insured with 5* Food Hygiene Rating
Please contact me to discuss specific needs:
L: 01892 730589
M: 07388 517394
E: annettesealey@gmail.com
@annettesweetreats
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Competitive - Personal - Professional - Reliable
Friendly, local, family-run business with many years’ experience and excellent local knowledge
No journey too short or too far, whole of Kent covered for long distance runs (Airports, London etc.)
24-hour service, 365 days a year (when booked in advance)
Very competitive rates and no extra charge after midnight
Lady drivers available
All major credit and debit cards accepted
Vehicles with up to 8 passenger seats
Modern, clean, comfortable fleet - fully licensed and insured
All drivers DBS / police checked and licensed
Business and personal accounts welcome

Paula Beauty
07952 863106
Spray tan, manicure, pedicure, waxing, massage, eyelash tint,
ear piercing, facial, lash infills gel manicure
Please phone for prices
City & Guilds
BABTAC Member

A.M.MAINTENANCE
GARDEN & HOME MAINTENANCE


Hedge Cutting, Grass Cutting , Strimming, Weeding



Rotivating & Garden Clearance



Patio Cleaning



Exterior & Interior Painting



DIY Jobs



Lawn mower servicing including ride-on's

Reliable—Friendly—Affordable
Contact Andy for a free Quote - 07812 190315
Email: a.maplesden@yahoo.com
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A new, very local and personalised service for all your
computer problems!
Do I need a new machine? It’s running slow—Why?
Have I got a Virus? I’m a beginner, I need some training, I
want to print my own address labels
I can sort out most PC problems, quickly, at minimal cost and
with complete confidentiality. I can help you with most
Hardware or software issues and set up your system to suit
you. What’s the Cost? I make no personal gain at all on the
deal, We agree between us a reasonable amount which you
then pay to Yalding Church Council. If you pay Income Tax,
please pay this as gift Aid.
Contact: Graham Spillman 01622 813771 or
spillmg@gmail.com

Ken Ballard Ltd
FAMILY BUTCHER
English meat killed on the premises
We can supply top quality meat for
your freezer.
WEST END MARDEN
01622 831285

TOP2BOTTOM LTD
ROOFING SPECIALISTS
& BUILDING CONTRACTORS
Friendly roofing and building company
based locally in Benover
SPECIALISTS IN PERIOD &
LISTED PROPERTIES
Established over 25 years and fully insured
Roofing— tiled, pitched, flat, leadwork,
chimneys, PVC fascia/soffit/guttering
Building—Extensions, alterations, new build,
Renovation works, conservatories, windows & doors
Paving and decking—patios, drives, landscaping,
Drainage and groundworks
Maintenance and improvements, General Repairs
Domestic and Commercial
Free estimates and advice
Call Mark on 01892/730299/07850 911322
info@top2bottom.co.uk
www.top2bottom.co.uk
Burnt Oak, Benover Road, Benover ME18 6AS
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Camrass Wills is a small family business which was started by Peter Camrass in 2010. It is now run by Peter and
his daughter Lucy. Peter is based in the Maidstone area and Lucy in Brighton. Peter has over 30 years’
experience in the financial services industry and 9 years as a professional will writer and estate planner. Peter is
a member of the Society of Will Writers which is the largest self-regulatory body within the will writing
profession. All members have to carry at least £2m professional indemnity insurance and abide by the Society’s
code of practice.

Wills | Powers of attorney | Probate | Funeral plans
» Help & advice «
» Home visits «

» All fees agreed before you proceed «

For a free initial consultation contact Peter Camrass on: 01622 720985

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
B.T. ENVIRONMENTAL PEST PREVENTION & CONTROL

Rats, mice, wasps, ants.
Fleas, cockroaches, squirrels,
pigeon proofing & control,
bird fouling clearance,
hygiene cleans and sharps
removal.

Wasp’s nests
£30 plus VAT
You won’t get stung by us!

SKYVAC GUTTER CLEANING WITH CAMERA VISION
Saves using expensive access equipment. Reaches up to four
stories high. Prices from £30. Free no obligation quotations

BRITISH PEST CONTROL
ASSOCIATION QUALIFIED

01622 200333/07875 579692

www.bt-environmental.co.uk

Best prices in Kent. 7 days a week

barry@bt-environmental.co.uk
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The Woolpack Inn
Opening Hours
Tuesday—Saturday 11-3 & 5—10.30
Sunday 12—8
Food Served
Tuesday—Saturday 12-2 & 6—9 & Sunday 12—5.30
CLOSED MONDAYS

woolpackyalding.co.uk
01892 730356

CML CUXTON METAL LTD
WE SELL: Aluminium, Brass, Bronze, Copper, Mild Steel,
Stainless Steel, Engineering Steels, RSJ’s, Building Steels
SPECIALISTS in SMALL order quantities and LARGE jobs
01892 730922 email:msgodden@hotmail.com
We can service your every metal requirement
Call today for friendly, fast, reliable service
Phone 01892 730922

BRADFORDS BATTERIES
AUTOMOTIVE BATTERY SUPPLIER
1 Church Farm Collier Street

01892 730922 24/7 call out
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KH
PAINTING &
DECORATING
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Ring Kevin
For a Free No Obligation
Estimate
01892 730453
07870 459260

Local Plumbing Services
Boiler servicing & maintenance
Boiler breakdown
Central heating
System maintenance & repair
Oil tanks & maintenance
01622 744454/07759861720
John.twydell2@btinternet.com
Headcorn Plumbing Services

“Simply the Best”
Luxury boarding cattery situated in the quaint
rural village of Laddingford.
We are a small, family run cattery with a relaxed,
friendly and informal atmosphere where the care and welfare of our
feline guests is of prime importance.

Contact Sandy King on 01622 871330
Email: cats@theoldforgecattery.co.uk
Website: www.theoldforgecattery.co.uk
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Farleigh Cakes and Bakes
Bespoke cakes especially for you

Celebration cakes and bakes created for
any occasion, designed in consultation
with you.
All dietary requirements catered
for.

Please call Julie on 07739312127
or email farleighcakesandbakes@outlook.com
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