NOVEMBER 2019

THIS ISSUE:
Cute Pet of the Month
Words from Rev Lisa Cornell
School Report
Woodpeckers
Ramblings
WI
Call for Sites
Jacqui Bakes
Parish Council Notes

PAPER DELIVERY
There is a paper delivery service to the village at around 6am every morning. It is supplied by Jackie’s News
Limited based in Tenterden, they can be contacted on 01580 763183. Cost of delivery is £3.51 a week.

Rubbish, food waste and small electrical
items

KENT MESSENGER VILLAGE COLUMN
Are you organising a local charity event or
do you have any community news?

1st, 15th and 29th November

Recycling, food waste and textiles
If you would like it to appear in the Kent
Messenger for free, please contact:

8th and 22nd November
Please place your bins at the property boundary by 7am on the
morning of collection. If you subscribe to the garden waste
service, please check Maidstone Borough Council’s website for
collection details. Please note: The council will not be able be able
to take your bin if it is too heavy for the crew to move safely, or if
the collection vehicle can't pick it up. https://
services.maidstone.gov.uk/maps/astun.ishare.web/images/
Recycling_02.pdf

Jenny Scott 01892 459041
Email: jscott@callflow.uk
Deadline is 9.00 Monday morning

PCSO NICOLA MORRIS
If you are worried about crime and antisocial behaviour in your area, I am the local Police
Community Support Officer for Collier Street, Laddingford and Yalding.
If you would like to talk to me, please ring - Mobile: 07870163411 / Non-emergency: 101

There is a very successful Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in Collier Street involving
80 residents.
However there are many more households within the Parish who are currently not involved in
the scheme. If you would like to be part of the NHW scheme and receive notifications of any
suspicious activity or crime then please send your email address to Barbara Grandi at:
barbaragrandi@aol.com
2

EDITOR’S NOTE
You should have received a “flyer” with this magazine asking for your thoughts on its future. Please take
time to respond either by completing the form and posting it in the letter box at the church (just inside
the gate on the wall on the right), texting or emailing.—we need to hear from you.

November 5 is traditionally Bonfire Night, when we celebrate the foiling of Guy Fawkes' attempt to blow
up the King and the Houses of Parliament. In 1605, he was found with a large amount of gunpowder,
after hatching a detailed plot to kill the monarch. On the very night that the Gunpowder Plot was foiled,
bonfires were set alight to celebrate the safety of the King. Since then, November 5th has become known
as Bonfire Night. The event is commemorated every year with fireworks and burning effigies of Guy
Fawkes on a bonfire.
Have a safe, enjoyable bonfire night.
WE NEED YOUR HELP

FLY TIPPING AND POTHOLES

We would love to hear from you with information, ideas or anything you may feel relevant to the magazine and our village.
Maybe a photo of our lovely village, or something you would like
to share, or write us a letter.
Without your contributions there would not be a magazine, so we
look forward to hearing from you.
Please forward to editorparishmag@mail.com

Did you know that anyone can report pot holes or fly tipping in
the village.
Please go to the Maidstone Borough Council website and click on
the “Report It” tab.

THANK YOU
WHEELCHAIR AVAILABLE

CUTE PET OF THE MONTH— MISS PICKLE

FOR BORROWING ON SHORT-TERM BASIS
FOLDS FLAT
NOT SELF-PROPELLING
PHONE SUE 01892 730393
(picture not actual chair)

LOCAL BABYSITTERS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lucy Anderson 730244 - Weekdays and weekends
Rosie Ridd 730816 - During term time Friday and Saturday evenings only
Edward Simmonds 730306 - Any time in Holidays, own transport
Victoria Simmonds 730306 - Anytime , own transport
Nancy Murdoch 730433 - Anytime
Jonny Bentley - 730252
Georgie Barham - 730247
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CHURCH INFORMATION - NOVEMBER 2019

CHURCH ROTA FOR NOVEMBER 2019
Tea & Coffee :
3rd November—Mrs Guillum Scott
10th & 17th November—Mrs Doctor & Mrs Lerwill
24th November—Mrs Ashworth
Brass Cleaning and Altar Flowers
Mrs Doctor
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“Greater love has no one than this,
that someone lay down his life for his friends.”
John 15:3
During the first two Sundays in November our local churches and civic parishes invite you to
share in services and acts of remembrance.
On 3rd November at 4pm in Laddingford Church there is the annual benefice memorial
service. This is traditionally held on the Sunday closest to All Saints Day and All Souls Day. On
All Saints Day (Nov 1 st), we commemorate those historic figures whose extraordinary example in
life reflected God’s grace and power at work. Saints are often people who faced and overcame
great adversity. Our celebrations around All Souls Day (Nov 2 nd) focus more on those saints we
have known personally. The Church of England describes a parish memorial service as: “a
chance to remember with thanksgiving before God those whom we have known more directly:
those who gave us life, or who nurtured us in faith.” You are warmly invited to join us in church
for a quiet and reflective service where the people you have loved can be remembered. There
will be times of prayer, music, silence and the opportunity to light candles.
Remembrance Sunday on 10 th November will have both church and civic aspects to it. A
remembrance church service offers us a chance to honour all those who have fought for a
greater good. This is an opportunity to explore our corporate and individual memories of the
fallen and to consider prayerfully issues of war, peace and sacrifice.
In our acts of remembrance, I believe that we should respectfully remember both the fallen and
those who loved them. Behind every person listed on our war memorials lie many more who are
unnamed. Ordinary men, women and children whose lives were blighted by war long after the
guns fell silent. In my own family, I think of my infant grandmother Dorothea, who two weeks
before the end of the Great War, lost her father to pneumonia contracted in the trenches. She
grieved for him for the rest of her 96 years. I think of my Dad born early in 1939, who until he
was six, only knew his father George as a man in an Essex Regiment uniform in a photograph;
and my Mum born in south London in the early 1940s, who lives with traumatic memories of
searchlights, air raid sirens and bombings.
As Christians we are called to both acknowledge the awfulness of conflict and the need to stand
up for what is right. Jesus Christ came as both King of Kings and Lamb of God; powerful and
humble in equal measure. In Romans 5:8 it is written:
“God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
An important part of our Christian faith is to remember the saints who have lived before us and
strived for a better world. And central to that faith, is remembering in prayer, in worship and in
how we pattern our lives the sacrifice made for us by Jesus on The Cross. The ultimate act of
self-giving, offered freely in love for all.
Yours in Christ.
Rev’d Lisa Cornell

5

SCHOOL REPORT
Autumn has certainly arrived in Collier Street. On Monday 7th October,
Bramley Class went on an autumn walk to capture evidence of the new
season as part of their photography work. Children took inspiration
from the Autumn walk to write list poems.

Autumn leaves twirl in the breeze,
Autumn leaves rustle under my boots,
Autumn leaves imprison harmless conkers,
Autumn leaves are amber, golden and brown,
Autumn leaves flutter to the ground.
William (Year 4)

Autumn leaves glide through the wind,
Autumn leaves crunch under my shoes,
Autumn leaves flutter through the harvest trees,
Autumn leaves change colour as they whirl from the tree,
Autumn leaves are amber, red, and auburn.
Sophia (Year 3)
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Autumn leaves dance like ballerinas,
Autumn leaves flutter in the breeze,
Autumn leaves take their last breath,
Autumn leaves form a colourful carpet,
Autumn leaves fly with the wind.
Imogen (Year 4)
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YALDING POST OFFICE - MOST LOVED POST OFFICE IN KENT 2016 /17/18/19
OUR PRODUCTS, LOCALLY SOURCED, LOCALLY SOLD
NOVEMBER 2019
BAD NEWS FROM BARCLAYS BANK …From 8th January 2020 Barclays Bank customers will be unable to
withdraw cash over the counter from their accounts at any Post Office. ATM machines at Post Offices are
unaffected. No reason has been given for this action. All other banks’ customers can continue to withdraw
cash as normal. If you are a Barclays Bank customer and you require cash regularly from our Post Office we
would suggest you look for alternative methods of doing so.
CHRISTMAS POSTING DATES 2019.

International Airmail.

4.12.19

Africa & Middle East

7.12.19

Cyprus, Malta, Far East, Eastern Europe (Except Poland, Slovakia & Czech Rep)

9.12.19

Caribbean, Central & South America.

10.12.19 Greece, Turkey, Australia & New Zealand
14.12.19 Canada, USA, Czech Rep, Finland, Italy, Poland, Sweden.
17.12.19 Austria, Denmark, Germany, Iceland, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain & Switzerland.
18.12.19 Belgium, France, Ireland & Luxembourg.
UK POSTING DATES 2019
Fri 20.12.19

2nd class letters and parcels. Parcel Force 48

Sat 21.12.19 1st class letters and parcels

Parcel Force 24 or AM.

Mon 23.12.19 Special Delivery.
Write to Father Christmas.
Santa’s Grotto. Reindeerland. XM4 5HQ.
December and Father Christmas will write back to you.

Send your letter before 5th

New stamps sets this month are the Gruffalo collections. Other Philately products in stock or can be
ordered on request. We keep Euros and US Dollars in stock. We can order any world currency for next day
collection - please order before 1.00pm. Payment can be made by cash or card, but we will need to see your
Passport or Driving Licence if you pay by card.
Another useful money idea for your holiday / business abroad is the Post Office Travel Money Card.
(TMC) Order the card from us….fill it with up to 12 of the popular currencies at a special offer
exchange rate…and off you go. You can replenish the money on it with smart phone technology too
from the comfort of your holiday location. We have been issued with the new multi-currency TMCs and
can issue them from our branch on demand.
All kinds of Post Office savings, insurance and investments, telephone and Broadband services available.
Post Office Classic Travel Insurance arranged at the counter.
Your Post Office offers free cash withdrawals with most debit cards, pay bills, top up gas and electricity cards
and keys, pay in cheques and cash to most banks using your debit card. We do Health Lottery, phone TopUps, Fishing licences and Moneygram. And, of course…we sell stamps and send parcels and letters all over
the world.
The Post Office Gift Card is an ideal gift for that person hard to buy for….These can be used at pretty
much every major retailer in the UK. See us for details.
Our opening hours are 0900 - 1300…1400 – 1730.
Early closing on Wednesdays and Saturdays (12.30pm Saturdays)
Many thanks for your wonderful support for Kent’s Most Loved Post Office…. Telephone…01622 814327
Look us up on our Facebook page and website. www.yaldingpostoffice.weebly.co.uk
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Woodpeckers- ‘stump removal’
On Saturday October 5th the Woodpeckers made good use of the dry and mild
weather to start raking up the first of the autumn leaves, twigs and conkers and
acorns in the Churchyard. We also removed tree branches that had been chopped
from a tree that was overhanging the Church roof.
It was great to welcome Derick as another new member of the group and we hope
he will become a regular member.
Once again a lot of effort went in to the
removal of a very old tree stump that dominated the grass area just
inside the front gate. Dave and David used the axe to chop away as
much of the rotten wood as they could. The whole area has since been
cleared by David who came back to finish the task and scatter grass seed
before rigging up some strings and old CDs to try and keep the birds
away.
Good use was made of an additional bench by the front wall of the

church when we stopped for the tea/coffee break (with Pam’s lovely
cakes). The wooden bench was donated by Chris Dicker and we are very
grateful; it will be well used in the future by many of those who visit the
church.
It was all looking very neat by the end of the session. There are some extremely old, interesting and ornate
gravestones and memorials which really stand out now the churchyard is so tidy. If you get a chance go
along and have a look.

The next session for the Woodpeckers will be on Saturday November
2nd. Please come along at 10am if you would like to help.
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Collier Street Rambling: ‘Gleaning the orchards’
With apples falling from our cox apple trees at the end of the garden we decided it was time for our apple pick
before the birds and insects gorged themselves on all the ripening fruit. Depending on the size of the crop we
pick the ‘healthy’ apples and take them to Owletts at Lamberhurst for juicing. Our crop filled just over half a
large wooden apple bin at Owletts and we went to pick the bottled juice up a couple of weeks later; the 132
bottles we collected will last at least two years because the contents are pasteurised.
The apple crop in the area seems abundant this
year and we had some beautiful eating and
cooking apples brought in as raffle prizes at the
monthly ‘Pop In’. During the chat Margaret
Ashworth mentioned ‘gleaning’ the orchards and I
was intrigued to find out what this meant; locally it’s
what happens when the leftover crop is harvested
by whoever is invited to go along and take it but
there is quite a history to the word. Sometimes
gleaning takes place in in fields or orchards where
it is not economically profitable to harvest.

It is actually an activity that was mentioned in the Bible, according to the Books of Deuteronomy and Leviticus.
In these Books farmers are told they must leave the crops lying in the corners of their fields unharvested, any
grapes in vineyards missed or ungathered should be left on the vines and Olive trees must not be beaten
again after the first beating. Whatever remains is then ‘left for the poor and for strangers’ according to Leviticus
or for ‘widows, strangers, and paternal orphans’ in Deuteronomy. The Book of Ruth tells of gleaning by the
widow Ruth to provide for herself and her widowed mother-in-law.

Gleaning is a practice that became legally enforceable in a number of Christian Kingdoms and in many parts
of Europe, including England and France it was a law that continued into more modern times. In 18th Century
England it was a legal right for ‘cottagers’ or landless residents where the village Sexton often rang the bell of
the church at 8am and then again at 7pm to mark the beginning and ending of the ‘gleaners’ working day. It is
worth noting however that this legal right ended after a court case in 1788.
Apple Scrumping
Gleaning must not be confused with scrumping as the latter activity is commonly carried out by people who do
not have permission to take the fruit.
It’s thought the word scrumping was first used in the mid 19th Century and probably described the taking of
windfalls or rejected apples left after harvesting when scrimpy was a word used to describe something
shrivelled up or meagre.
Scrumpy is a word now used to describe a cider that is cheap to make from the leftover apples, it is often
strongly alcoholic and can catch out a drinker unfamiliar with the product. Modern brands sold as scrumpy
cider are mild compared with the vinegary farm-made sort of years ago which a Herefordshire farmer
described as squeal-pig cider, this being the noise you made when you tried it. Another old countryman said,
“It used to take three people to swallow a mug of it. One to drink and the other two to hold him upright.”
Brogdale Apple Festival
Brogdale will be holding an apple festival on the 19th and 20th October, they have over 2000 varieties of apple
in their orchards, many of which are rare or heritage varieties. Visitors have the chance to try before they buy.
There will also be guided tours, talks, apple pressing demonstrations and the opportunity to watch cooks using
apple recipes. You can even take your own apples along to get the variety identified. Brogdale is just outside
Faversham close to Junction 6 of the M2.
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CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
th

Saturday, 14 Dec 1-5pm &
th

Sunday 15 Dec 1-4pm
At The Baptist Church, Vicarage Road, Yalding,
Friends of Yalding Youth & Community Centre

Are you part of a local group of business?

If so, decorate a tree and join our Festival in aid of
renovating and improving our building!
£10 to enter & visitors will vote for the best one

which will win a prize

Call into the Post Office for more details or contact
chapman.june59@gmail.com
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MARDEN WALKS
LONG DISTANCE WALK SAXON SHORE WAY
Phone Ian Balmer Tel 831578 for Tuesday arrangements.
SUNDAY WALK 3rd November 10.00am
This will be a morning walk only As it coincides with a Family Weekend.
The Woodland Trust are celebrating trees this month. We will visit some of our trees too.
HEALTH WALKS
MONDAYS BRAMLEY COURT 2.00PM.
TALKS ABOUT WALKS Catherine will invite you to watch and listen. Watch the Bramley Court notice board for details.
Community Lunch is 18th November.
SATURDAY WALKS 2.00 pm FROM THE LIBRARY
2nd November Sian Burr,
9th November Mick Ward,
th
16 November Colin Coomber 23rd November Roger Ongley
30th November is the Woodland Trust’s TREE CHARTER DAY, Catherine invites people to come and see some of Marden’s special
trees followed by tea.

www.RIVERSIDEpopup

A Fire-Wood Poem

GALLERY.com

Beech-wood fires burn bright and clear
If the logs are kept a year
Store your Beech for Xmastide
With new cut holly laid beside
Chestnut’s only good they say
If for year its stored away
Birch and Fir-wood burn too fast
Blaze too bright and do not last
Flames from Larch will shoot up high
Dangerously the sparks will fly
But Ash-wood green and Ash-wood brown
Are fit for a Queen with a golden crown
Oaken logs if dry and old
Keep away the winter’s cold
Poplar gives a bitter smoke
Fills you eyes and makes you choke
Elm-wood burns like churchyard mould

RIVERSIDEpopupGALLERY

Riverside, Lees Rd, ME18 6HB
Is proud to sponsor the
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

For Friends of
Yalding Youth & Community Ctre
Vicarage Rd, Yalding
On Saturday, 14th December 1-5pm
And
On Sunday, 15th December 1-4pm

E’en the very flames are cold

If you have a community group

Hawthorn bakes the sweetest bread
So, it is in Ireland said
Apple-wood will scent the room
Pear-wood smells like flowers in bloom
But Ash-wood wet and Ash-wood dry

or local company
why not enter for a £20 gift prize
for the best tree
f: riversidepopupgallery

A king may warm his slippers by

chapman.june59@gmail.com
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Yalding W.I welcomed Aromatherapist Karen Jeffries on Tuesday, 9 th
October 2019 to talk about her work. Karen has worked with Aromatherapy
Oils for 13 years and is an experienced masseur and therapist. She firstly
explained about how our sense of smell governs our moods and asked us
to think of a memory mood such as a favourite perfume which may remind
you of a loved one. Then we had to think of a horrible smell and think on
how that would affect your mood if you could not get away from it.
She then explained that certain oils can relax the mind and by massaging
oils into the body, the skin which is the largest organ of the body will transfer it internally as well as
externally. She then explained that if you rub garlic onto the sole of your foot, it will then be on your
breath. Something I think none of us will be doing!
Members then smelled various oils and were invited to combine a couple to massage onto each
other’s hands. We were shown how to massage gently but firmly and I must admit I felt so relaxed I
could have had a doze afterwards!
At the start of the evening, the committee gave out news an updates which included planning our
Carol Concert at St.Peter & St.Paul’s Church on Tuesday, 3rd December from 7pm. Father Paul,
Deacon Lisa and church warden Rachel will be there plus the organist to accompany the carols. We
are hoping it will be a heartwarming service with some readings and of course, homemade mince
pies and teas afterwards. Family and friends are welcome and we are also going to welcome the
Old Medway District W.I.
Doreen has organised lots of sports events and has organised the Christmas meal for members. All
events are on boards which are passed around throughout the meeting. Rose as been busy with
organising knitters for poppies and an art instillation for Hale Place Dementia home in East
Peckham. Also Yalding W.I are entering the Christmas Tree Festival on the 14 th & 15th December at
the Baptist Church and need Christmas tree decorations made. Lots to be doing!
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, 12th November at 7pm where will be meeting Colin! The
competition is Puppets.

IMPOSSIBILITIES IN THE WORLD
1) You can't count your hair.
2) You can't wash your eyes with soap.
3) You can't breathe when your tongue is out.
Put your tongue back in your mouth, sure you can still breathe, you fool.
9 Things I know about you.
1) You are reading this.
2) You are human.
3) You can't say the letter ''P'' without separating your lips.
4) You just attempted to do it You are an idiot!
6) You are laughing at yourself,
7) You have a smile on your face and you skipped No. 5.
8) You just checked to see if there is a No. 5.
9) You laugh at this because you are a fun loving person & everyone does it too.
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CALL FOR SITES
Maidstone Borough Council is starting a review of the Maidstone Borough Local Plan
(2017). The review is needed to ensure the Local Plan remains up to date and
addresses specific issues highlighted by the Inspector who examined it. Further, since
the adoption of the plan, the Government has introduced a standard calculation for
the number of new homes an area will need and this looks set to increase
requirements for this and other boroughs in the south east. The new National
Planning Policy Framework also directs that plans should be regularly reviewed – at
least every 5 years – and that they should cover a time period of at least 15 years at
adoption. Maidstone Borough Council has agreed a timetable for the Local Plan
Review - the ‘Local Development Scheme’. A first ‘scoping’ style public consultation is
scheduled for July-August 2019 with further consultations to follow in 2020 before
submission of the Plan for examination 2021 with adoption to follow in 2022.
This Call for Sites exercise is the starting point for a piece of key evidence for the
Local Plan Review, the Strategic Land Availability Assessment. Now that the period
for nominated sites has closed Maidstone Borough Council have forwarded details of
the proposed sites to the Parish Council to gain information about potential sites for
inclusion (allocation) in the Local Plan Review. Information on the proposed sites will
be released into the public domain on Monday 4th November 2019.
The Parish Council website contains a link to the essential background information
www.collierstreetpc.kentparishes.gov.uk

MAIDSTONE
RAFT RACE
Alternatively further information
can be obtained
by email from ldf@maidstone.gov.uk
or by post to Strategic Planning, Maidstone House, King Street, Maidstone, Kent
ME15 6JQ
Submitting a site through the Call for Sites doesn't mean it will be included in the
Local Plan Review or planning permission will be granted on it in the future. It will give
Maidstone Borough Council a starting list of sites to consider.

Alan Crocker,
Clerk to Collier Street Parish Council
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COLLIER STREET POP-IN GET TOGETHER 2019
St Margaret’s Church
Margaret, Barbara, Maureen and Lorna
invite you to come along and enjoy: home-made cakes and savouries,
friendly company and a raffle.
2 - 4pm Wednesdays:
Nov 13

Dec 11

There is a very modest charge for a 'bottomless' hot drink for £1 and an additional £1 for a very generous
slice of home baked cake and all profits go to good causes.
In 2018 we donated the following: £40 each to the Kent Association for the Blind and Hillside Animal
Sanctuary; £50 to Romney House Cat Protection; and £100 each to The Dementia Society, School Gambia
Yalding, Demelza House Hospice, Medical Detection Dogs, the 2018 Poppy Appeal and Kent Victim Support.
Please come along in 2019.

Best Smart Ass Answers
It was mealtime during an airline flight.
'Would you like dinner?' , the flight attendant asked John, seated in front.
'What are my choices?' John asked.
'Yes or no,' she replied .
A flight attendant was stationed at the departure gate to check tickets. As a man approached, she
extended her hand for the ticket and he opened his trench coat and flashed her.
Without missing a beat, she said, 'Sir, I need to see your ticket, not your stub.'

A lady was picking through the frozen turkeys at the grocery store but she couldn't find one big
enough for her family. She asked a stock boy, ' Do these turkeys get any bigger?'
The stock boy replied, 'No ma'am, they're dead...'
The police officer got out of his car as the kid who was stopped for speeding rolled down his window.
'I've been waiting for you all day,' the officer said.
The kid replied, 'Yeah, well I got here as fast as I could.'
When the cop finally stopped laughing, he sent the kid on his way without a ticket.
A truck driver was driving along on the freeway and noticed a sign that read: Low Bridge Ahead.
Before he knows it, the bridge is right in front of him and his truck gets wedged under it. Cars are
backed up for miles.
Finally a police car comes up. The cop gets out of his car and walks to the truck driver, puts his
hands on his hips and says, 'Got stuck, huh?'
The truck driver says, 'No, I was delivering this bridge and I ran out of gas.'
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Jacqui Bakes
Jammie Dodger Blondies
Tried these for the first time this week, delicious! A work colleague baked these and a lemon
drizzle, there were some very happy teachers & teaching assistants in the staffroom.
Ingredients

200g butter
300g golden caster sugar
150g white chocolate broken into pieces
3 large eggs
1 tsp vanilla extract
225g plain flour
16 mini jammie dodgers or 9 regular ones
6 tbsp strawberry jam or your chosen flavour
Method
Pre heat oven to 160 degrees, grease a traybake tin.
Melt butter with the caster sugar over a low heat.
Once butter has melted take from heat, add white chocolate, allow to melt. Leave for 5 mins to
cool slightly.
Break eggs into a bowl, slowly add to mixture, whisking continuously so eggs don’t cook. Stir in
vanilla.

Add flour slowly, keep whisking to form a smooth batter. Pour
into greased tin.
Place Jammie dodgers in rows, add blobs of jam in-between
and swirl with a tooth pick or skewer.
Bake for 40 mins or until golden brown. Leave to cool in tin
completely before cutting into squares.
Who doesn’t love a Jammie Dodger, ENJOY!
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NOTES
COLLIER STREET PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
On Monday 21st October 2019
Orchard Room, St Margaret’s School, Collier Street
In attendance: Cllr David Goff [Chair]; Cllr Simon Hill [Deputy Chair] Cllr. Steve Barham, Cllr Deborah Papas,
Cllr Andrew Papas, Cllr Dave Sealey, Cllr Steve Sandys, Parish Clerk Alan Crocker
Apologies: PCSO Nicola Morris [early shift]: Cllr McLoughlin
Declarations of Interest: DG declared an interest in the Village Hall as a trustee.
POLICE REPORT: Parish Council Monthly Update
15/09/19 – Attempt Burglary – Longend Lane
Padlock cut – nothing stolen
16-17/09/19 – Burglary – Claygate
5 padlocks damaged – workshop broken into
Items stolen
19/09/19 – Criminal Damage – Collier St
Windows smashed on vehicle
Appears to be with ball bearing
Anti-Social behaviour and other incidents of note
Parking – Claygate Road – words of advice will be given by PCSO Nicola Morris
10.19.05.
Minutes of Previous Meeting/s:
Minutes of the meeting of the full council on Monday 16th September 2019.
SB proposed a motion seconded by DS that the minutes of the above meeting were an accurate record of the
said meeting.
Questions from members of the Public. Public adjournment.
To suspend meeting for any public statements for up to 15 minutes in total. Individual items should not be
longer than 5 minutes. Members of the public are encouraged to attend Council meetings and raise any
pertinent issues at this point.
Correspondence and Action Points:
Defibrillator Costings for discussion – Watertight donation
DG
This item will be carried forward allowing more time for research.
Members Grant 2019/2020: DG
This item was carried forward allowing more time for consideration.
Community Resilience Emergency Plan Audit: DG
Item carried forward allowing more time for research
Update on Arboriculture Report. DG
DG to advise The Clerk of details of an arboriculturist
‘CIL’ wish list. AJC
Flagged up to consider a wish list of potential spends for approval under the CIL guidelines.
Bentlett’s: It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk be tasked with writing to the various agencies in support
of a resident who had complained over various alleged infringements. A copy of the said letters should be
sent to the Developers,
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Flood Committee Report DG
Phase 2 Meeting with Mark Green MBC and Max Tant KCC.
No funding available for those properties that did not qualify for Phase 1a and Phase 1b. The reason is due to
the cost benefit ratio applied and obtaining the appropriate funding and submitting a justifiable business plan.
There are nine properties in the parish affected by this decision. There are also a number of properties in
other parishes that will not qualify for additional funding in phase 2. The Chairman is in discussion with KCC
about the potential funding for work that may be able to be carried out relating to unmaintained ditches in the
parish. Work is progressing on Phase 1b with the work likely to be completed in the coming months. The EA
are chasing qualifying owners of properties that have not completed the requisite paperwork.
COLLIER STREET FLOOD ACTION GROUP Lead DG
A meeting of this group took place on the 14th October 2019.
The Chairman and 5 people attended.
There is a planned meeting with agencies in November but not much response to the request that has been
sent out.
Clive Richardson has been elected Chair for the group.
The AGENDA covered the following items:
List of roles and responsibilities
Responsibility for the maintenance of ditches
How often they are cleared and the provision of a maintenance programme.
Explanation of Riparian ownership and the issues with the 22 properties that are at
risk and not in the funding scheme.
How often are gullies and drains cleared out – provide a maintenance programme.
Flooding outside Corner House
How can we protect against septic tank overflow
Changes in agricultural practise are causing more run off.
Ditches along the railway are all blocked and need to be maintenance programme.
Recreation Field Report Lead DG
Repairs have been carried out on the surface of the Car Park.
The contractor will commence work on the fencing in the next couple of weeks.
Grass cutting still ongoing.
Kent Cycling have now paid their invoice for the use of Car Park for both this year and last.
HIGHWAYS
Minutes of meeting with KCC Highways.
Please see below.
Update on CCTV camera Lead SH
Good news on this front in that the cameras is now working effectively. Cllr Hill’s IT consultant is now working
on the search facility that will capture repeat offenders.
The following Councillors have agreed to analyse the data in order to establish an effective onward reporting
strategy to the appropriate agencies.
DG; SH; DP; AP and DS.
The Councillors unanimously agreed to pay the balance owed to the suppliers of the system.
The Clerk will check on the implications of GDPR.
FINANCE Lead RFO AJC
Accounts Reconciliation: The meeting to approve the reconciliation reports for the months of September
2019.
The meeting unanimously agreed the reconciliations of the bank accounts.
SB signed the reconciliation reports
Need to consider appointing a Cllr to view balances online in addition to the reconciliation reports. Need to set
up mandate with bankers
The meeting unanimously agreed to task The Clerk with completing a new mandate appointing a total of 4
signatories with at least one Councillor being able to view the balances on the account prior to signing the
monthly reports.
It was also agreed that The Clerk/RFO would provide the passwords to all appropriate tasks he undertakes in
a sealed envelope for the safekeeping of the Chairman.
Budget Reports: The meeting to approve the budget reports.
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APPROVAL FOR SPENDS
The meeting approved the monthly spends
Borough Councilor’s Report: No representation
Village Hall Lead SH: SH reported that plans are progressing
Parish Magazine
DG advised of a meeting that had been held with all parties responsible for the production of the Village News.
In the existing format costings are in excess of income. A survey has been included in this month’s issue to
establish the reader’s expectations as the foundations to a way forward.
VE DAY
DP has agreed put forward suggestions as to how the Parish may celebrate VE Day.
Date of Next Meeting
The Next Full Council Meeting will take place on Monday 11th November 2019 at 7.30pm.
Additional Issues for discussions
VE Day – lead by Cllr Deborah Papas
CLOSED ITEMS
Feedback from Enforcement Meeting 10th October 2019
As MBC Planning Enforcement no longer provide feedback on current enforcement cases the meeting
discussed and prepared a list of enforcement issues in the parish for onward transmission to Planning
Enforcement for feedback and ongoing monitoring.
SB was tasked with providing a paper on the actions to be taken by the parish on a government led initiative.
COLLIER STREET PARISH COUNCIL,
Highways Meeting 2nd October 2019
Cllr David Goff, Clerk Alan Crocker, Jennie Watson KCC Highways and colleague Paul
Collier Street Highways Safety Action Plan
Jennie started the meeting by updating the existing Highway’s Safety Plan. It was agreed that owing to the
high costs Collier St PC would not be able at this time to consider the installation of ‘village gates’ and also the
coloured tarmac owing to the ongoing cost that would have to be borne by the PC.
We discussed various options of speed control and she kindly agreed to fund roundels throughout the 30mph
limits in the parish. JW has agreed to raise a job request and send to the PC once design has been
completed.
‘Villages gates’ are now being produced at a more competitive price and under the next traffic calming
measures she would be prepared to contribute to the funding together with possible members grant funding
from County Cllr Eric Hotson, and the PC and possible CIL monies..
Speeding: Police look at the threshold + 10% = 2mph.
Having identified target areas, there is possibility of the installation of moveable flashing speeding signs.
These cost approximately £7000.00.They have number plate recognition and capture the data. JW can give
us a contact [with Highway’s] who will carry out an appropriate risk assessment on the chosen locations. This
would be at The PCs expense and could be considered under the CIL spend. Contacts to exchange
experiences were given.
Freight Team 7.5 weight limit
Concerns over the action that may be taken in the event of the PC identifying offenders. The freight team have no powers
but would liaise with the police. Although with imposed restrictions there must be sufficient alternative routes. KCC
Councillor Séan Holden is heading up a campaign on lorries travelling through rural locations. It would be useful if we
could copy him in on our CCTV evidence once it is up and running.
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Car Park Signage
We agreed with the Claire the positioning of the double sided Car Park signage. She has agreed to fund this for us. The
sign is to read ‘Church and Village Car Park’
Longends Lane - Complainant email and digital imagery
JW agreed to respond.
Site visit to Bentlett’s and Dandara Site Manager – Re ‘Give way/sight lines
JW has requested that Sarah Parish in Development Agreements Team to look into the matter under Section 278
agreement.
Missing plastic marker bollards on the roadside.
Claire Chewter is to look into replacing these as identified by DG

Ongoing Actions: Email from JW [03 October 2019] confirming funding for roundels and signage.
Notes prepared by
Alan Crocker
Clerk to Collier Street Parish Council
Prepared: 23 October 2019
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
CHURCH

Doctors Yalding Surgery

Reverend Paul Kish

01622 814182

Dr Scott

01622 814380

01622 872278

Marden Medical Centre

Church Warden
Rachel West
Sec to P.C.C.

Drs Streeter, Potter, Morgan, Estall, DeCourcy

Vicky George

01892 730239

Hallinan & Wilford

01580 211267

POLICE

01622 831257

R.C Priest
Father Victor McLean
KENT MESSENGER VILLAGE COLUMN
Jenny Scott

jscott@callflow.uk

PCSO Nicola Morris
01892 459041

07870163411

Non Emergency
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PARISH MAGAZINE

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Editor

Barbara Grandi

Jacki Fogg

01892 730869

Emma Howard

07892 730245

Tracey Bentley (Advertising)

01892 730252

01892 730376

Paddock Wood Citizens Advice Bureau

08701 264856

Email: editorparishmag@mail.com

COLLIER STREET PARISH COUNCIL

VILLAGE HALL

Clerk to the Council

Chairman

Simon HIll

01892 732064

Alan Crocker

Mobile

07973 692525

Email: parish.clerk@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk

Vice Chair

Vacant

Dave Sealey
email

HELPING HANDS
Margaret Ashworth
(Age concern representative)

01892 730323

Steve Sandys
01892 730264

Steve Barham

01892 730264

01892 730247

email: steve.barham@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk

Friends of Collier Street School

Steve Fisher

Chair Person: Alaric Turner

email

email info@focss.org.uk

Simon Hill, Vice Chair

WOMANS INSTITUTE

email

Yalding President: Doreen Stanford

01892 730628

email: steve.sandys@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk

Chairman of Governors

Tom Stevens

01892 730589
davesealey@hotmail.com

David Goff Chairman
01892 730512
Email: david.goff@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk

SCHOOL
Headteacher Paul Ryan

01580 766249

01622 813384
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01892 732263

steve.fisher@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk
01892 732064

simon.hill@collierstreetparishcouncil.co.uk

The Woolpack Inn
Opening Hours
Tuesday—Saturday 11-3 & 5—10.30
Sunday 12—8
Food Served Tuesday—Saturday 12-2 & 6—9 & Sunday 12—5.30
CLOSED MONDAYS
Now taking bookings for Christmas Dinners
Menu available on website

woolpackyalding.co.uk 01892 730356

Christmas Wreath Workshops

Oliver’s Gardening Services
Do you need help in your Garden?
Recently qualified Level II

Explore your creativity using a mix of foliage
and fruits.

Hadlow Horticulture student
looking for adhoc or regular gardening work

The workshop includes all materials with free
festive refreshments!

leaf clearing, weeding, edging, planting,
mowing or pruning

Booking is essential, current available dates
are November 27th and December 4th

Oliver Bentley 01892 730252 (available
weekends only)

Please call Joanna - 07511 144983 for more
details
Joanna Kiely Gardening
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
HERE
GOOD ANNUAL OR ONE-OFF
RATES
EMAIL:
editorparishmag@mail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Barrett Roofing
Contractors & Suppliers
Complete Roofing Service
TEL: 01892 730581 FAX: 01892 730546 MOB:

07850 785381
BRANDENBURY OAST,
COLLIER STREET, NR MARDEN,
KENT TN12 9RH
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Competitive - Personal - Professional - Reliable
Friendly, local, family-run business with many years’ experience and excellent local knowledge
No journey too short or too far, whole of Kent covered for long distance runs (Airports, London etc.)
24-hour service, 365 days a year (when booked in advance)
Very competitive rates and no extra charge after midnight
Lady drivers available
All major credit and debit cards accepted
Vehicles with up to 8 passenger seats
Modern, clean, comfortable fleet - fully licensed and insured
All drivers DBS / police checked and licensed
Business and personal accounts welcome

Paula Beauty
07952 863106
Spray tan, manicure, pedicure, waxing, massage, eyelash tint,
ear piercing, facial, lash infills gel manicure
Please phone for prices
City & Guilds
BABTAC Member

A.M.MAINTENANCE
GARDEN & HOME MAINTENANCE


Hedge Cutting, Grass Cutting , Strimming, Weeding



Rotivating & Garden Clearance



Patio Cleaning



Exterior & Interior Painting



DIY Jobs



Lawn mower servicing including ride-on's

Reliable—Friendly—Affordable
Contact Andy for a free Quote - 07812 190315
Email: a.maplesden@yahoo.com
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A new, very local and personalised service for all your
computer problems!
Do I need a new machine? It’s running slow—Why?
Have I got a Virus? I’m a beginner, I need some training, I
want to print my own address labels
I can sort out most PC problems, quickly, at minimal cost and
with complete confidentiality. I can help you with most
Hardware or software issues and set up your system to suit
you. What’s the Cost? I make no personal gain at all on the
deal, We agree between us a reasonable amount which you
then pay to Yalding Church Council. If you pay Income Tax,
please pay this as gift Aid.
Contact: Graham Spillman 01622 813771 or
spillmg@gmail.com

Ken Ballard Ltd
FAMILY BUTCHER
English meat killed on the premises
We can supply top quality meat for

your freezer.
WEST END MARDEN
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Camrass Wills is a small family business which was started by Peter Camrass in 2010. It is now run by Peter and
his daughter Lucy. Peter is based in the Maidstone area and Lucy in Brighton. Peter has over 30 years’
experience in the financial services industry and 9 years as a professional will writer and estate planner. Peter is
a member of the Society of Will Writers which is the largest self-regulatory body within the will writing
profession. All members have to carry at least £2m professional indemnity insurance and abide by the Society’s
code of practice.

Wills | Powers of attorney | Probate | Funeral plans
» Help & advice «
» Home visits «
» All fees agreed before you proceed «

For a free initial consultation contact Peter Camrass on: 01622 720985

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
B.T. ENVIRONMENTAL PEST PREVENTION & CONTROL

Rats, mice, wasps, ants.
Fleas, cockroaches, squirrels,
pigeon proofing & control,
bird fouling clearance,
hygiene cleans and sharps
removal.

Wasp’s nests
£30 plus VAT
You won’t get stung by us!

SKYVAC GUTTER CLEANING WITH CAMERA VISION
Saves using expensive access equipment. Reaches up to four
stories high. Prices from £30. Free no obligation quotations

BRITISH PEST CONTROL
ASSOCIATION QUALIFIED

01622 200333/07875 579692

www.bt-environmental.co.uk

Best prices in Kent. 7 days a week

barry@bt-environmental.co.uk
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Farleigh Cakes and Bakes

TOP2BOTTOM LTD

Bespoke cakes especially for you

ROOFING SPECIALISTS
& BUILDING CONTRACTORS
Friendly roofing and building company
based locally in Benover
SPECIALISTS IN PERIOD &
LISTED PROPERTIES
Established over 25 years and fully insured
Roofing— tiled, pitched, flat, leadwork,
chimneys, PVC fascia/soffit/guttering
Building—Extensions, alterations, new build,
Renovation works, conservatories, windows & doors
Paving and decking—patios, drives, landscaping,
Drainage and groundworks
Maintenance and improvements, General Repairs
Domestic and Commercial
Free estimates and advice

Celebration cakes and bakes created for
any occasion, designed in consultation
with you. All dietary requirements catered
for. Please call Julie on 07739312127
or email farleighcakesandbakes@outlook.com

PIANO LESSONS
Children & Adults
Beginners – Grade 8

Marjorie Ayling

Call Mark on 01892/730299/07850 911322
info@top2bottom.co.uk
www.top2bottom.co.uk

BA Hons, Hon FTCL, ARCM

Phone:

01892 835702

CML CUXTON METAL LTD
WE SELL: Aluminium, Brass, Bronze, Copper, Mild Steel,
Stainless Steel, Engineering Steels, RSJ’s, Building Steels

SPECIALISTS in SMALL order quantities and LARGE jobs
01892 730922 email:msgodden@hotmail.com
We can service your every metal requirement
Call today for friendly, fast, reliable service
Phone 01892 730922

BRADFORDS BATTERIES
AUTOMOTIVE BATTERY SUPPLIER
1 Church Farm Collier Street

01892 730922 24/7 call out
28

KH
PAINTING &
DECORATING
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Ring Kevin
For a Free No Obligation
Estimate
01892 730453
07870 459260

Local Plumbing Services
Boiler servicing & maintenance
Boiler breakdown
Central heating
System maintenance & repair
Oil tanks & maintenance
01622 744454/07759861720
John.twydell2@btinternet.com

Headcorn Plumbing Services

“Simply the Best”
Luxury boarding cattery situated in the quaint
rural village of Laddingford.
We are a small, family run cattery with a relaxed,
friendly and informal atmosphere where the care and welfare of our
feline guests is of prime importance.

Contact Sandy King on 01622 871330
Email: cats@theoldforgecattery.co.uk
Website: www.theoldforgecattery.co.uk
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Painters
Decorators
07967 428 811
01622 831 272
Laurelprojects.co.uk
laurelprojects@btinternet.com
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